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THE FISHER MAIDEN’S SONG. 


Ohi! oho! the herring is coming! Ohi! oho! my heart leaps toward her; 
The breezes are humming! My friend is aboard her, 

Aloft flies the sail! My true love, my king} 
The seagulls are teeming, He feasts upon danger, 
And fighting and screaming, The daring sea ranger, 

Adrift on the gale! When hurricanes sing! 
Ohi! oho! the west wind is veering, Ohi! oho! now down the black hollows, 
The fishing fleet steering O’er deeps and o’er shallows, 

Through whirlwinds of spray! A glorious ride! 
Oho! lads, how merry May good luck betide him, 
To speed the frail wherry And cheer him, and guide him 

O’er the billowy way! Safe home to his bride! 

—Century. 


oy 


THE STORMY PETREL. 


Harbinger of death and danger, o’er the darkling furrowed sea 

Rides the Stormy Petrel telling where the gathered whirlwinds be. 

Bird of Fate, whom we should welcome, counting thee as truly blest 
For thy tidings and thy warnings timely brought from east or west, 
Knows’t not that an ill-tongued prophet is by all men deemed accurst— 
He that soonest cries disaster, he that sees far doom the first? 


Thou and thy weird web-footed brethren, sable-featured, tempest tossed, 
Ye are held for souls of pirates, errant-drifting, sentenced, lost, 

Spirits of such crafty Norsemen as in rapime ruled the main, 

Shedding blood for very fierceness, lust of treasure and of gain, 

Now condemned to wander ever, evermore to dip and lave 
Black-stained sins, black deeds of old time, in the crystal-crested wave, 
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Say, ye wraiths of Viking rovers, grim and dreaded buccaneers, 
Whose vindictive quest of white sails still across mid-ocean steers, 
Tracking wreck and bringing wreckage—say, in mystic demon form, 
Do ye plan and tread, commanding, every footprint of the storm? 


Nay, poor Petrel, here’s a story writ for thee through gentler lore: 

Named wert thou, that walk’st the water, from the impetuous saint of yore— 

Peter—who by faith would gladly step with trembling human feet 

On the Lord’s own shining pathway, there his gracious Lord to greet. 

Fear not. He whose touch upheld the apostle’s life on Galilee, 

Gave thy wings, strong and sustaining, O thou wandering bird, to thee! 
—lLapy Linpsay. 


THE SIXTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY. 


The Sixty-Ninth Anniversary of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
SocrEry will be held in the First Reformed Episcopal Church of New 
York, corner of Madison Avenue and 55th Street, on Sunday, May 9, 
at 11 o’clock, A. M. The Annual Sermon will be preached by the pas- 
tor, Rev. Witt1Am T. Sapine, D.D., and an abstract of the Annual 
Report will be read by the Secretary. All the friends of the Society 
are invited to be present. 

The Sixty-Ninth Annual meeting of the Society will be held in the 
Sailors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street, New York, on Monday, May 10, at 
3 o’clock, P. M., when the reports of the year will be submitted, the 
usual business transacted and addresses made. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


INTENDING voyagers are requested to read and act on the sugges- 
tions of the following, which will be put in their hands as a circular 
if they will kindly send their names to this office : 


Towards the end of nearly every voyage it is the custom on ocean steamships to 
have a public entertainment in the saloon, at which a collection is taken in behalf of 
seamen and their families, As a large number of the passengers are Americans, it. 
seems but just that American institutions should receive a share of these collections, 
You are respectfully requested to use your influence to secure for these institutions 
one-half of the money given on these occasions, and unless otherwise designated by 
the donors, the money thus received by the undersigned will be divided equaily be- 
tween the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Socrety, of New York; the New York Port 
Society; the Society for the Relief of the Destitute Children of Seamen, Staten 
Island; and the Mariners’ Family Asylum, Staten Island, all of which are dependent 
on the public for support, enjoy the confidence of the community, and are doing a 
good work for the men of the sea and their families, 

The White Star and the American Lines share the collections taken on their 
steamers between the American and foreign charities; an equitable policy much 
appreciated by the American passengers and by the beneficiaries, 
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To insure prompt remittance, the amounts contributed should be placed, by some 
passenger acting as treasurer, to the credit of The American Seamen’s Charity 
Fund, Wo. OC. Sturges, Treasurer, with Brown, SnrpLey & Co, London, or, better 
yet, remitted directly to Wu. C. Sturers, Treasurer of the AmEeRICAN SEAMEN’S 
FRIEND Society, 76 Wall Street, New York. 

It is also especially requested that the chairman at the entertainment, or some one, 
write to the Secretary of the Society, Rev. W. C. Stirr, 76 Wall Street, New York, 
giving the name of the vessel, the date of sailing, the amount of the collection, and 
the mode of its remittance, that it may be traced if the receipt is delayed. 

Your charitable and patriotic co operation and assistance in furthering the above 
object are most earnestly solicited on both the outward and homeward voyage. 


SHIPWRECKED AND DESTITUTE.—Owing to the pernicious system 
of employing seamen, coupled with the temptation which besets them 
not to sail until necessity drives them, the sailors’ advance wages at 
the port they sailed from leaves many of them nearly penniless when 
they arrive in New York. That system, added to their own improvi- 
dence both of labor and money, increases the number of applicants 
for small sums to tide them over until they sail again. In this branch 
of our charity the effort is made not to pauperize a class of men who 
have been proverbially independent, and not to strengthen a system 
which ought to be weakened. 

The aid given to the shipwrecked and destitute during the past fi:cal 
year has largely surpassed that of previous years, covering a great 
variety of cases, most of them of the usual kind, many of them tragi- 
cal, and some of them picturesque in their outlines. A few typical 
illustrations will convey our meaning. 

Besides the large number who have received what may be called 
emergency money, shipwrecked crews, the most deserving of all appli- 
cants for aid, have been generously helped. From one bark all hands 
were lost except two, who were sent, one to Baltimore, the other to 
Norfolk, to their homes. Four men, who were picked up when their 
boat was level with the water, were sent to New Bedford, Mass. Six 
men from an abandoned schooner were furnished with clothing at the 
Sailors’ Home, and many more who were in a similar plight. A sailor 
who had been paralyzed at sea and spent fifteen months in a hospital 
was sent to his home in Savannah, Ga. A one-armed sailor unfitted for 
further labor was shipped to his kindred in Buenos Aires. With great 
difficulty twenty-one first-class fishermen were rescued from the very 
jaws of death, thirteen of whom were sent to their homes in Gloucester, 
Mass. One man after being substantially aided was put in the way of 
working his way to South Africa. Other men who, like this one, had 
been put ashore in New York by sea captains, nearly penniless, were 
enabled to work their way home to far distant ports. One man witha 
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bad leg, after seven days in the Sailors’ Home, was sent to England. 
After two days in the rigging, heavy seas washing the decks, seven men 
were barely saved from a sinking bark, and at the Sailors’ Home re- 
ceived the help that set them up in business again. Hight men froma 
stranded schooner received the same treatment ; of eight others in one 
crew the same may be said, and of many others, singly and in crews. 
Two out of three men who were the sole survivors of a brigantine 
which foundered in a cyclone, and who had floated on the top of the 
detached deckhouse for eleven days, were sent to New Orleans. One 
of these, a Christian man, preached to the others, who said they were 
converted on the second day. The cases need not be multiplied. In 
this connection may be acknowledged the kind co-operation of steam- 
ship and railway companies in enabling this Society to send men home 
at reduced rates. 


THE captain of the ship 7. #. Oakes has been arrested for failure 
to provide proper food, medicines and anti-scorbutics for a voyage 
from Hong Kong to New York. Asa result of his alleged violation 
of the law six men died of scurvy at sea, and twelve others on arrival 
were sent to the Marine hospital for treatment. The Sarrors’ MaAg- 
AZINE will wait for a legal decision in this case, in the hope that it 
will not be long delayed, and that it will mete out exact justice to the 
plaintiffs and defendant, in accordance with the facts. It is in order 
even now, however, to comment on one or two of the side issues of 
this and of similar cases. One is the state of war which may be said to 
exist constructively between some captains and their crews. It is 
taken for granted that each side may take advantage of the other, and 
that neither is to act or speak kindly to the other. 

Another comment in order now is the frequency of the violation of 
law on both sides. This, to be sure, is not peculiar to maritime law, 
but is a crying evil everywhere. It is high time at any rate that con- 
tempt of law among officers and seamen should be abated, and that it 
should become less and less easy for the guilty to escape through its 
meshes. Violation of law in respect to seamen seems to dog their 
footsteps wherever they go. When they are the violators, the machinery | 
of punishment is in general easily set in motion. When they are the | 
victims of the violation, the poverty of the poor sailor is his destruc- | 
tion, for he has no means to employ counsel, he cannot wait on the | 
law’s delays, and sometimes is weak and wicked enough to be bought | 
off through the agency of crimps, when his case is good. | 

There are good captains and good crews. Let us try to make them 
all good. Of one captain we know this to be true: When fairly at sea 
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he summons the crew and talks in this wise: ‘‘ Men, we are shut up 
together on this ship for a long voyage. Do you leaveall the swearing 
to be done by me. In pleasant weather there will be a daily religious 
service in my cabin. No one is compelled to attend it, but you are 
all earnestly invited.” The men found that the captain did not swear 
at all, and that, like the Master’s, his ‘‘commandments were not 
grievous.” On one voyage nine men were converted. Under such a 
captain the officers and crew are like a family. Why should there be 
a chasm between the sailor and the skipper? Let shipowners set 
their faces like a flint against all violations of law ashore and afloat 
on the part of their employees, and require the courtesies of civilized 
life on their ships. 


THE Editor enjoyed recently an interview with Mr. H. T. Mriuer, 
now of Canada, once a colaborer with Captain DoLuar in the work 
of the Liverpool Seamen’s Friend Society. His testimony after along 
career of service both among landsmen and seamen is that he has never 
seen in the churches so strong and sturdy a type of Christian experi- 
ence as that he has seen in sailors. This statement he strengthened 
by instances of the power of grace on shipboard which he might well 
narrate to the readers of this Magazine. On his way home Mr. MILLER 
wrote ‘‘ the Lord’s work with Jack is unique in excellency : just think, 
there is no ecclesiastical structure or furniture, no sacramental aid, 
no eloquence or learning, no women with their power or gentleness, 
no music or power of numbers to help the work through ; just plain 
Jack helping his shipmate to a good slice of tabernacle bread put down 
on a corner of his chest without even a plate to hold it; if you want 
plain work, as plain as Quakerism, just notice the work of God among 
seamen.” For an illustration of this, see page 152 of this Magazine. 


In 1890 this Magazine printed the State law of 1866 for the better 
protection of seamen. This law creates the Board of Commissioners 
for licensing sailor boarding-houses, which has made the following 
regulations : 

First.—The proprietor must keep a journal, in which shall be entered forthwith the 
name of each guest, and his vessel and the port from which she came, on his arrival, 
and the name of his vessel and the port to which she is bound (or his other destina- 
tion) on his departure. Books of accounts must also be kept, in which shall be en- 
tered at the time every item charged to the guest. Such books must be open to the 
inspection of this Board at all times. 

Second —Any proprietor proven to have abducted or harbored without just cause, 
any seaman who, as a guest, is indebted to any other boarding house, or to have 
aided in defrauding the proprietor of such other boarding house by inducing any sea- 
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man lawfully indebted to him to surreptitiously leave his house, or to leave any ves- 
sel about to depart, or proven to have entered into any combination with intent to 
impede commerce and navigation, or to violate any existing laws, shall thereby for- 
feit his license. 

Third.—Every proprietor shall forthwith furnish this Board with the name of each 
runner employed by him, and his residence, as soon as employed, and notify the 
Board at once of his discharge, and shall compel such runner to wear at all times, 
when engaged in soliciting boarders or lodgers, the badge furnished by this Board; 
and every proprietor shall be held strictly responsible for the acts of his runner. 

Fourth.—This Board will regulate the number of seamen to occupy each sleeping 
room, and it may place on inside of each bedroom dcor a notice showing the proper 
number to sleep in such room, which notice must not be removed or concealed; and 
the entire house must be at all times open for the inspection of the Board. 

Fifth.—Attention is called to the U.S. Laws on these subjects. All licensed 
proprietors or keepers are hereby warned to abstain from acts of violence or boycott 
against others in the same business, it being recognized that all persons lawfully 
entitled by license to lodge or solicit seamen are equally entitled to the full protec- 
tion of the Board and of the Courts. . 

Stxth.—The License and Regulations of this Board must be posted in a conspicu- 
ous position in each house, where they can at all times be seen and read by any 
perscn visiting the premises. 


THE Joint- Conference in the interest of seamen met again on April 
9. Reports of its various committees were received, showing that 
they are advancing in the grasp of the subjects which press for atten- 
tion. Parts of these reports will in due time be given to our readers. 


PLEASE note all the contents of this number, especially the article, 
Starving the Crimps. 


Loan Lipraries. The master of the bark Zvie Reed writes of No. 
9,096 : 


It has been read with satisfaction by myself, my officers and crew. 


The steward of the schooner Ella M. Willey writes of No. 9,342: 


I take great pleasure in thanking you for one of your libraries placed on board 
some four years ago on a voyage to Galveston. The same has been read by myself 
and nearly all of the crews with profit to mind and soul. Maya kind providence 
bless and help you in your good work, 


The master of the schooner Charlotte T. Sibley writes of No. 9,599: 


The library that we have had the last fifteen months has been much appreciated 
by the crew and myself, and was composed of very good books, and I thank you very 
kindly for sending them on board of my vessel. 


The mate of the Seneca writes of No. 9,810: 


It has been read by the officers and men on board the Seneca and has been appre- 
ciated very much by them, and send thanks for the new one you have kindly loaned 
to us. 
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The steward of the barkentine Herbert Fuller writes of No. 10,025: 


It gives me pleasure to testify as to the merits of the library which we had on 
board the last voyage; the reading was well selected and much enjoyed by all on 
board. 


The master of the bark Madeleine writes of No. 10,132: 


The library just returned has been on board since May'last, and has been read by 
myself and different crews with pleasure. I willjbe always pleased and thankful to 
have one of your libraries on board. I am sure your books do a lot of good on board 
of ships, and no ship should be without one. May God bless the donors, 


The master of the ship Norwood writes of No. 10,263 : 


I take this opportunity of thanking you for the library which you so kindly placed 
at my disposal last voyage, and assure you it was appreciated very much by the men 
on board my vessel, as it served to while away many a tedious hour at sea. As a 
number of my men are natives of Manila (speaking only the Spanish language) I 
would thank you very much to send me some Spanish tracts, papers or books, as I 
feel sure they will all be read. Thanking you again for your kindness. 


The captain of the ship 8. D. Carleton writes of No. 10,296: 


I hereby return the library which has been read by two crews the past year. The 
books are very interesting and possibly have done some good. With many thanks. 


The captain of the bark Grace Deering writes of No. 10,372: 


I am about to take a long voyage to New Zealand and have taken on board one of 
your libraries which I find filled with many nice books, and shall derive much 
pleasure from them. Have often had them on shipboard and always found them of 
much usefulness and help. 


A FEW TESTIMONIES FROM THE YEAR 1896, 


‘¢The books have been freely used and read by all on board.” ‘‘ As all the books 
have been perused, I would be pleased to exchange them for others.” ‘‘ We find 
them a great comfort in our lonesome hours at sea.” ‘‘We hope you will continue 
to circulate them.” ‘‘The books have prevented many a sin and improper conver- 
sation.” ‘‘The men have already carefully covered every volume in the library.” 
*¢T think the seamen’s library a good thing for our ships.” ‘‘ For many years past 
I have enjoyed reading the books.” ‘‘It is a great and good work and I am sure 
does lots of good.” ‘‘I believe the libraries are a great benefit to the morals of a 
crew. I am always pleased to receive a library.” ‘‘The donors would be well sat- 
isfied to know how much and how well the books are read.” ‘‘The assortment of 
pooks is an excellent one and well calculated to suit the minds of our seamen.” 
‘¢ The books are also in strong contrast with what seamen generally provide for them- 
selves.” ‘‘I think any man who reads them must be better and lead a better life 
for it.” ‘It helped to pass away many a weary hour at sea during a long voyage.” 
‘Tt is a blessing to get such good reading.” ‘‘ The books have been read with much 
interest forward and aft.” ‘‘ No ship should be without one.” ‘‘ May God bless the 
donors..” ‘The books of your libraries are always read with much satisfaction by 
us all.” ‘It keeps sailors from going on shore on Sundays.” ‘‘ When the library 
is opened we just jump for the books.” ‘‘I think much good must result from these 
libraries.” ‘I believe all the books were read over and over again.” ‘‘The work 
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of the library is silent but effective.” 
been read thoroughly.” 
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‘‘T have never been without one.” 
‘‘It furnishes occupation for unoccupied time during the 
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“Tt has 


week as well as on Sundays.” ‘I think a library on shipboard is always a useful 


agency for good.” 
dull.” 


the library.” 
myself and crew.” 


always welcome them on board with pleasure.” 


‘“‘The books were read by all on board.” 

them coming and getting books and reading them.” 
of pleasure and information from the library.” 
“© On behalf of all on board I express my sincere thanks.” 
that no ship should go to sea without one.” 
** May God bless you in the work.” 
‘‘J am glad to say a few words in praise of the library.” 


‘‘The library brightens many hours that otherwise would be 


‘¢ Every Sunday you would see 

“¢ We have derived a great deal 
‘«‘The books are a good selection.” 
“¢My humble opinion is: 
‘*Too much cannot be said in favor of 
“Tt has been a great benefit to 
“é“ We 
“‘T am sure that the donors of this 


library will be pleased to hear that I have not had a police-court case or trouble of 


any kind with my crew during the voyage.” 
‘* Will you please thank the donors and inform them that the 


seamen to read.” 


books have been read and highly appreciated by both officers and crew.” 
‘Four different crews have all read it industriously.” 


already immensely popular.” 


‘* All the books have been given to the 


“Tt is 


‘*T can only speak of them in the highest terms.” ‘‘I have no doubt they furnish 


food for solemn and religious thoughts and feelings.” 
‘* We kindly thank the donors for this library.” 


great blessing to sailors.” 


“‘T think the loan library a 
«The 


last library was over two years in the ship and during that time has been read by five 


different crews.” 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
“STARVING THE CRIMPS.” 
BY A COMMANDER R. N. 

Li 


Twenty years ago crimping sail- 
ors was a much more lucrative 
business in British ports than it is 
now. The Missions to Seamen 
were leading an onslaught on the 
system, and secured the attention 
of the government to some of the 
causes of the shocking immorali- 
ties, under the guise of which sail- 
ors and their families were being 
ruined. The late Rev. Robert B. 
Boyer, M.A., a devout man of pray- 
er and an enthusiastic friend of 
sailors, was then superintendent 
of The Missions to Seamen, and 
an unwearying foe to the crimps. 
For some sixteen years from 1862 
Mr. Boyer was chaplain for the 
outer anchorages for wind-bound 
and tide-bound ships in the open 
waters of the Bristol Channel. 


Ministering to their crews in these 
open roadsteads a few miles from 
the land in all weathers that it 
was possible to run his mission 
cutter alongside a ship, winter and 
summer, Mr. Boyer got at long- 
voyage crews just after their es- 
capes and losses from the perils of 
the adjacent ports ; or just before 
their ships entered these filthy 
nests of abominable immoralities, 
The great majority of crews being 
continuously employed on short. 
voyages, and frequently paid, knew 
nothing of crimps. 

But Mr. Boyer made it part of 
his duty to investigate very closely 
the details of individual cases he- 
found on board long-voyage ships, 
taking down in writing the par- 
ticulars of time, place, and the 
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names of the ruffians, and how the 
evil plot against the sailor was 
carried out. He got an introduc- 
tion to a high official of the Board 
of Trade, the late Mr. Rothery, 
Commissioner of Wrecks, and 
through him he personally reached 
the late Captain Walker and the 
late Mr. Thomas Gray, O.B., and 
other chiefs of the Marine De- 
partment of the government. And 
eventually he gained the attention 
of the late good Lord Hatherley, 
when he was Lord Chancellor of 
England. 

From time to time Mr. Boyer 
submitted his written records of 
individual cases of crimping to 
these officials, and ascertained 
what were the specific points to 
be legally ascertained, and what 
was the kind of evidence that was 
wanted. He induced the Board 
of Trade to send down its own offi- 
cers to Cardiff, to appoint consta- 
bles there, and to take such action 
as the new law would admit of. 
He thus delivered several sailors 
from false imprisonment, which 
made the magistrates more partic- 
ular as to who was the guilty 
person, when friendless sailors, 
strangers to the port, stood be- 
fore them. 

Twenty years ago there were 
fifty men in the third-rate port of 
Bristol, besides uncounted women, 
who earned their livelihood by 
robbing long—voyage sailors of 
health, character, clothing and 
wages. These ‘‘ runners” received 
thirty shillings for every five 
pounds which sailors spent at cer- 
tain clothiers, boarding houses, 
and public houses. Under Mr. 
Boyer’s superintendence the Rev. 
Charles Griffiths was appointed 
The Missions to Seamen chaplain 
for Bristol Harbor, under whom 
Mr. John Smith, Scripture reader, 
boarded the foreign-going ships 
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immediately on arrival, and made 
brave endeavors to withstand these 
fifty crimps and their allies; whilst 
Mr. James Moore, Scripture read- 
er, was told off to visit regularly 
the forty-nine public houses then 
frequented by sailors, and the sail- 
ors’ boarding houses. 

Mr. Boyer in the outer roads 
was able to give timely notice to 
the staff in the inner harbor of in- 
coming ships, there being a nar- 
row river, some miles in length, 
between the inner Bristol harbor 
and the open Bristol channel at 
Avonmouth and the outer anchor- 
age of King’s Road. Mr. Boyer 
himself on one occasion accom- 
panied a ship up the river, going 
on board her at King’s Road, to 
take exact note of how the crimp- 
ing business was carried on. By 
pre-arrangement he telegraphed to 
the Bristol staff of The Missions 
to Seamen to meet him on arrival 
and to bring police with them. 
Before the ship was secured along- 
side a host of crimps were on 
board, as the crew with their beds 
and baggage had to leave the ves- 
sel at once, to offer them board 
and lodging, and the free use of 
cabs and carts. The crew had 
large expectations in the way of 
long unpaid wages, but had no 
money in hand. They were strang- 
ers in a strange port, and knew 
nobody. They were perfectly aware 
what the harpies meant. But the 
sailors were penniless and had to 
remain on shore in Bristol from 
three to five days before they could 
go their several homes; as not till 
then would they receive their year’s 
earnings, or be able personally to 
sign their release and get their 
discharge, though their wages and 
board had ceased on their arrival 
alongside the dock. 

The Merchant Shipping Act 
seemed to forbid these freebooters 


boarding a ship ‘on arrival,” 
and Mr. Boyer accordingly gave 
some of the crimps in charge of 
the police, bringing them before 
the magistrates of Bristol. There 
generally is a loophole, however, 
in the rather large meshes of mar- 
itime law, at least where sailors 
are concerned, so the crimps were 
able to prove that they had board- 
ed the ships, some ‘‘ before ar- 
rival,” and others ‘‘ after arrival,” 
but that none had done so ‘‘on 
arrival ;” thus they escaped the 
law. The late Lord Hatherley be- 
ing appealed to, drafted a section 
for the new Merchant Seamen’s 
Wages Act of 1881, which disposed 
of this legal quibble and made it 
effectively unlawful for crimps to 
board a ship about to arrive or 
when arriving, or soon after ar- 
rival, without the express permis- 
sion of the captain. 

In 1878 a committee of the 
House of Commons under the 
chairmanship of Sir Charles Ad- 
derley, now Lord Norton, from 
whom we take the title of this 
paper, inquired into these sub- 
jects. The superintendent of The 

issions to Seamen gave evidence 
from his unrivalled experience in 
the warfare with crimps. The 
secretary of The Missions to Sea- 
men also gave evidence, insisting 
that the crews of long-voyage mer- 
chant ships, who were the only 
workingmen in a free country who 
were kept out of their wages for 
many months and sometimes for 
two or three years, should as an 
instalment of justice have control 
of at least half their own wages 
monthly. Accordingly, the Act 
of 1881 contained clauses for the 
payment of half wages by monthly 
Allotment Note toa Savings Bank, 
or to a friend, at the option of the 
sailor. The secretary of The Mis- 
sions to Seamen had, however, in- 
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sisted that this monthly allotment | 
should be made compulsory, where- — 
as the Act only made it permissive; | 


so that these Bankers’ clauses have, ] 


as was to be reasonably expected, | 
proved inoperative. | 
The Board of Trade adopted a 
plan originating with Captain Pit- — 
man, R.N., called The Transmis- ] 
sion of Seamen’s Wages Scheme, | 
which has worked admirably in a 


limited sphere to reduce the earn- J 


ings of the crimps. A Board of 
Trade official boards incoming 
ships from long-voyages which are © 
about to be paid off and arranges 

with those men who reside else- 
where in the United Kingdom to 
forward them and their baggage 
direct from the docks to the rail- 
way station and thence to their 
homes immediately on arrival, ul- 
timately at their own charges. 
Then when, after three days, the 
pay-day comes, the remainder of 
the scamen’s wages is forwarded 
to them by free Seamen’s Money 
Orders. In London and Liver- 
pool special officers see to this. 
The cost of all this falls npon the 
usual fees paid to the Board of 
Trade shipping offices for the en- 
gagements and the discharges of 
sailors, which are one shilling each 
from the employer and from the 
sailor for each engagement and for 
each discharge. ‘his works ad- 
mirably in the special cases of sail- 
ors having homes within the 
United Kingdom at a distance 
from the port of discharge. But 
it does not help American, coloni- 
al, foreign, or homeless sailors, 
who have still to receive all their 
accumulated wages in hard cash 
at the shipping offices, which are 
situated in the lowest slums of a 
commercial seaport, and in the 
presence of a crowd of clothiers, 
boarding house masters, publicans, 
and other crimps who have been 
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supplying the sailors with the 
necessaries of life for the two or 
three days of idle waiting on shore 
amongst evil surroundings for 
their back wages and official re- 
lease. 

Nevertheless, the immediate 
transmission of many seamen to 
their homes at their own charges, 
by Board of Trade advances, and 
of their wages by free Seamen’s 
Money Orders, is an immense boon 
to many sailors and to their fam- 
ilies,—an admirable attempt to 
‘starve the crimps.” 

At the personal request of 18,- 
270 merchant sailors paying off in 
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the United Kingdom after longs» 
voyages, in 1894-5, the Board of 
Trade transmitted them direct 
from their ships immediately on 
arrival to their distant homes, sub- 
sequently forwarding there, with- 
out charge, £181,069 of wages 
which had accrued to them during 
their voyages. So far as those 
transmitted seamen are concerned, 
the crimps are starved. But so 
long as wages are withheld after 
they are earned for many months 
together, great evils must accrue 
to many sailors in the United 
Kingdom, and still more so in 
ports abroad. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
‘OBEY ORDERS, IF YOU BREAK OWNERS.” 


BY REY, CHARLES J. JONES, D.D. 


This is a current saying among 
sailors, and to disobey it involves 
severe discipline, for obedience is 
essential to those who ‘“‘ go down 
to the sea in ships.” No true sail- 
or would any more think of refus- 
ing to obey it than of jumping 
overboard. Where orders are mod- 
ified, it is the last order that must 
be obeyed. A military enthusiast 
once boasted that if he had all the 
armies of the world before him he 
could issue acommand that would 
set them instantly in motion. Be- 
ing asked what command he would 
give he answered, ‘‘I would say 
‘Attention! Universe! By na- 
tions, wheel!’” Could I gather 
the people of God from every part 
of the whole earth before me, I 
would run up to my royal mast- 
head the signal, ‘‘ The Lord Jesus 
Christ expects every one of His 
professed followers to do his duty 
to the long neglected men of the 


sea.” 
Is not this obligation embodied 


in His last command ? and is not 
the sailor included in its ample 
scope ? **Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to ‘the 
whole creation.’ ” (R.V.) “Go!” 
This is no finger-board order. It 
is personal and is accompanied 
with the promise ‘‘ Lo, I am with 
you alway. even unto the end of 
the world.” 

“Go ye!” Yes; every one, but 
the sailor is the man to obey the 
order. A sea captain in a meeting 
on board of the Receiving ship 
North Carolina, in the presence 
of nearly a thousand seamen, said, 
‘* Give the sailor the Jove of God 
in his heart and the Bible under 
his arm, and he will set this world 
on fire while the landsman is light- 
ing his torch.” Let the sailor re- 
alize that he has signed articles 
under the great Captain of our sal- 
vation, and no task will be too 
hazardous or too difficult for him 
to undertake. A naval officer once, 
on this very matter of obeying 
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orders, said, ‘‘If I were command- 
ed to storm hell, I would crowd 
all sail and stand in until my jib- 
boom caught fire.” That is the 
kind of purpose that if sanctified 
would storm all obstacles and per- 
ils to accomplish its purpose. 

When preaching from this text, 
Matthew xxviii: 20, when pastor 
of the Mariners’ Church in New 
York, I said to my congregation 
«‘There are two questions which 
are present to the sailor’s mind 
whenever a command is given; I 
do not say that the sailor is con- 
scious of their presence, for he is 
expected to obey orders and ask no 
questions, yet they are there; they 
are, first, ‘Who is it that gives 
the command ?’ and, second, ‘To 
whom isit given?’ In answering 
the first question I said. ‘‘ Here is 
a fine ship bound to Europe going 
down the Bay under canvas, with 
her topgallant sails set. On her 
poop deck are a number of pass- 
engers ; among them a fashionably 
dressed man with a stovepipe hat, 
long-tailed coat, trousers with 
quarter-gallery pockets, sheeted 
home at the ankles over high- 
heeled boots. He has imbibed 
freely with friends ashore, but be- 
ing somewhat familiar with nau- 
tical affairs, and perhaps imagin- 
ing himself in command, calls out 
from his prominent position ‘ Let 
Re the fore-topgallant halyards !’ 

he voice is unfamiliar, and the 
crew, while looking inquiringly in 
the direction of the sound, pay no 
attention to the command.” I 
asked my sailor audience ‘‘ What 
would you do?” I paused for a 
moment. In an instant a seaman 
near the door took hold of the rail 
of the pew before him and slowly 
rising to his feet said ‘‘ 7 shouldn’t 
do it!” 

The second question was ‘‘ Whom 
does the officer command?” To 
llustrate this I imagined two men 
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working together at the main Jack. 
<‘Tom is serving the standing part 
of the Jack, and Jem is passing 
the ball. While each is intent on 
his part of the work an order 
comes from the chief officer on the 
quarter-deck, ‘Forward, there! 
Jem, stick out that fore-sheet.’ 
Jem is thinking of something else 
and does not hear the order. The 
second mate standing in the waist 
near by, and noticing that the 
order was not obeyed, sung out, 
‘Tom, why don’t you stick out 
that fore-sheet ?’ ‘T'om, in a tone 
of injured innocence, responds, 
‘He told Jem to do it, sir.? Tom 
therefore did not feel responsible. 
Now, let it be remembered, it is 
Christ who gives the order, and 
He means you! It comes ringing 
down through the ages, and diso- 
bedience on the part of any pos- 
sessing the facilities of the men of 
the sea would be a breach of dis- 
cipline, that is, mutinous.” 

Man’s tendency is to lose his 
personality, to merge his respon- 
sibility in the many, to drift with 
the current. The gospel and the 
judgment individualizes, detach- 
es. There will be no trials for 
conspiracy at the general judg- 
ment. Hach one must there an- 
swer for himself. 


“From Adam to his youngest heir, 

Not one shall ’scape that muster roll; 
Each, as if he alone were there, 

Shall stand and win or lose his soul.’ 


The duty is to deliver Christ’s 
message. It needs no argument 
to prove that sailors are included 
in that duty. He who in His wis- 
dom chose His own instruments, 
selected seven of His twelve disci- 
ples from the fishermen of Gali- 
lee to be ‘‘ fishers of men.” Of 
four of these it is said that they 
immediately left their ship and 
followed Him. 

If argument were needed, it is 
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found in the characteristic disper- 
sion, in the qualifications of these 
men of the sea, and in the work 
already accomplished by them. 
The most precious, and perhaps 
the most extensive, revivals of 
modern times, both in the army 
and in the navy, may be traced 
to the influence of religious sail- 
ors, many of whom were drafted 
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into the Federal army and bore 
Christ’s banner with them in the 
strife. The sailor must be con- 
vinced of his personal responsibil- 
ity to God for obedience to the 
last command of the Captain of 
our salvation, and he need never 
be afraid of ‘‘breaking the own- 
er. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


MY COMFORT BAGS. 


BY MISS REBE M. SCOTT. 


In 1890, while I was visiting in 
Montreal, I was asked to make 
some ‘‘ ditty bags” for the sailors 
of Canada. As the work that I 
did there was greatly blessed I 
was very anxious to do something 
for the men of our own navy when 
I returned to New York, but Idid 
not know where to send the bags. 
One Monday night in a meeting in 
Metropolitan Hall on 14th Street 
1 heard Mr. John M. Wood plead 
very eloquently and earnestly for 
the prayers and sympathy of the 
audience for his brothers, the men 
of the U. S. Navy, and he asked 
the women present to make ‘‘ Com- 
fort bags,” (as they are called in 
this country.) After the meeting 
I asked for his address and I have 
sent all my bags to him and he has 
distributed them for me. 

They are made of cretonne, like 
an ordinary work-bag, about eight 
inches long and six wide. In each 
one I put a Testament, tracts, a 
needle case with assorted needles 
in it, pin case or cushion with 
pins, darning cotton and wool, 
pieces of linen for bandages, some- 
times real cheese-cloth hospital 
bandages, black and white linen 
and cotton thread, pieces of blue 
flannel or serge for patches, a lead 


pencil, pen and a few sheets of 
writing paper and envelopes, some 
white tape, a pair of scissors or a 
knife, some buttons, and anything 
I can think of which a sailor 
might like to have. Sometimes I 
cannot put in all that list of things 
if I am making many bags at once, 
but I do the best I can always for 
those dear lonely brothers at sea. 
Every bag I send contains a let- 
ter from me addressed ‘To My 
Sailor Friend,” and I have received 
hundreds of answers to them. A 
few extracts from them will show 
how thoroughly my feeble efforts 
have been appreciated. One man 
writes, ‘‘I thank you very much 
for the useful articles I received 
inthe bag. Iam sure it isa pleas- 
ure to know that there are some 
that think of us when we are a 
long way from home. ‘Jack’ 
often has to be his own tailor, so he 
needs sewing materials ”’ Another 
says, ‘‘ 1, being one of the recipi- 
ents of your very valuable ditty 
bags and your very kind letter, 
beg to tender my thanks to you 
for them, and also for the interest 
you take in the sailors. As you 
say, we are a class of men who 
have many temptations thrown in 
our path, the ‘ landsharks’ being 
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always on the alert to trap us and 
rob us of our hard-earned money. 
Jack being a free and easy kind of 
fellow falls an easy victim. Ican 
assure you your kind letter was 
read and listened to with great 
pleasure. Accept my gratitude 
and believe me, yours very respect- 
fully, etc.” Another, ‘‘ May God 
bless you, dear sister, and give 
you health and strength to con- 
tinue the work you are doing for 
seamen. If I were not a Chris- 
tian, such a letter as yours would 
have lightened my heart a good 
deal any way to think of a friend 
who had my soul’s welfare at in- 
terest, but | am a Christian, and 
it gave me much pleasure to hear 
from a sister in Christ who would 
give a sister’s aid to any brother 
who might be struggling to gain a 
footing on the ‘ Solid Rock.’ ” 

I sent several bundles of letters 
only to Mr. Wood, and he enclosed 
them in his own letters to men all 
over the sea and to some in the 
naval hospitals and prisons, and to 
them I received many cheering re- 
plies. One sick brother wrote 
“My heart is so full of gratitude 
I hardly know how to begin to 
thank you for your kind and en- 
couraging letter. Although you 
are a stranger to me, I thank God 
J am not a stranger to my Saviour 
and Redeemer. I am sick and 
have been ailing for some time, 
and I thank God for considering 
me worthy of a test of my faith in 
Him. Jesus is my only comfort, 
my constant companion. He di- 
rects my whole life. Oh, dear 
sister, | have so much to be thank- 
ful for. Jesus has redeemed me 
from a life which was worse than 
death. Since my conversion the 
dear Lord has revealed Himself to 
me on various occasions. He has 
blessed my work in His vineyard 
in bringing others to His ever- 
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lasting arms. I take great com- 
fort out of my Bible, there are 
such beautiful promises in it. 
James v: 15, ‘And the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up;’ ‘ Pray 
one for another that ye may be 
healed ;’ but, thank God, which- 
ever way, we are always ready to 
go. Itisnot the end with us at © 
death, only the beginning. It — 
means life eternal. You seem to 
take great interest in us poor toil- 
ers of the deep, and I thank you 
very much for it. God bless you!” 

One in prison says, “‘I have 
your kind letter still in mind, and 
to tell the truth it shall always re- 
main one of the brightest spots in 
my trouble. This has been my 
first time in prison, and I shall 
take care, God helping me, that it 
will be my last. One of the boys 
here you wrote to has been released 
and is trying hard to be a Chris- 
tian, and has been for some time. 
His early influence seems to have 
been good, but like myself he wan- 
dered away from God.” 

I should like to copy all my let- 
ters, but I do not want to take up 
too much space in your Magazine. 
Mr. Wood has encouraged me more 
than I can say. I will quote a few 
extracts from some of his letters 
acknowledging the receipt of the 
bags at different times: ‘‘I am 
very grateful for the twenty-five 
comfort bags you were so kind to 
send us. I will distribute them 
judiciously and pray that each one 
of them may be the means of | 
bringing some sailor to Christ.” 
“Your box of comfort bags re- | 
ceived. God bless you for your — 
thoughtfulness. He will reward — 
you some day. I wish you would 
interest all the ladies you meet in 
making them, for they are power- 
ful missionaries and have been 
greatly blessed of God in our work. 
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I can use an unlimited number.” 
Again he says, ‘‘Just received 
thirty-five more comfort bags from 
you. God bless you for them, and 
in the coming day may He abund- 
antly bless you more and more.” 

I earnestly pray that God will 
inspire many Christian women all 
over the country to busy them- 
selves during the coming summer 
months in making these little bags 
which are so simple, and yet are so 
useful to our dear sailor brothers. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
Burial Place for Seamen. 


[ The following interesting state- 
ment was made by Mr. DANIEL 
BARNES at a recent meeting of 
the Joint-Conference held in the 
interest of seamen. ED. | 


Within the ‘‘ Cemetery of the 
Evergreens,” Brooklyn, N. Y., at 
the right of the entrance and en- 
circled by large stones, each bear- 
ing the name of a prominent 
country, is a plot of four acres of 
ground. An imposing granite 
monument has on it the names of 
the committee having charge of 
its erection, a stranded ship and 
an anchor, and is inscribed ‘‘ To 
Sailors of all Nations.” 

As the inscription indicates, this 
is a burial place for sailors of all 
nations who may die in the port 
of New York, and it has been used 
—as such for nearly half a century. 

In 1852 Congress appropriated 
$5,000 for the purchase and em- 
bellishment of land, and appointed 
thirteen ‘Trustees, namely, eight 
merchants (who died without suc- 
cessors) and the following ez off- 
cio: The Collector of the port of 
New York, the president of the 
New York Hospital, the presi- 
dent of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND. 


143 


FRIEND Socrery, the president of 
the Marine Society, and the presi- 
dent of the Board of Underwriters, 
New York. 

In 1854 ‘‘ The Sailor’s Cemetery 
Association of the Port of New 
York ” was incorporated with nine 
Directors, and the organization 
has been maintained. It raised 
funds by private subscription and 
bought additional land. Thus the 
United States owns three acres 
and the Association one acre, but 
it is practically one plot of four 
acres, as by the concurrence of the 
Government’s representatives the 
Association issues burial permits 
without regard to location. These 
permits can be obtained of the 
secretary at the Seamen’s Bank 
for Savings, 76 Wall Street, New 
York, upon orders emanating from 
hospitals or other reputable sourc- 
es. They are free, but a charge 
of $2 is made by the Cemetery of 
the Evergreens for opening the 
grave. 

Ordinarily the Sailor’s Cemetery 
Association has no receipts or ex- 
penses; it holds a little surplus 
fund and occasionally there is an 
outlay for the preservation of the 
monument. ‘The Directors for 
1896-1897 are: Wm. C. Sturges, 
president ; W. H. H. Moore, vice- 
president ; Charles H. Marshall, 
Charles H. Trask, Wm. H. Macy, 
Jr., James W. Elwell, Edwin C. 
Sturges, W. Hall Ropes, Daniel 
Barnes, secretary and treasurer. 


For veils of hope before Thee drawn, 
For mists that hint the immortal coast 

Hid in Thy farthest, faintest dawn, — 
My God, for these I thank Thee most. 


Joy, joy! to see from every shore 
Whereon my step makes pressure fond, 
Thy sunrise reddening still before ;— 
More light, more love, more life beyond! 
—Lucy Larcom, 
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BY REV. T. STANLEY TREANOR, M. A. 


(Continued from the April number.) 


A few days afterwards the good 
ship Prith of Cromarty sailed away 
down channel. Near the Isle of 
Wight she encountered strong 
wind which increased to a gale. 
‘s Fierce was the wild billow, dark 
was the night.” Back therefore 
she ran before the tempest, and 
at midnight of January 24, 1894, 
she came under the South Fore- 
land, though, alas, the land was 
hid by the thick rain, and the two 
electric lights on the Foreland 
appeared like small, blurred-out 
stars. At seven o’clock a tremor 
was felt through the ship, and it 
was found she had struck right 
under the great cliffs on which the 
coastguard station is built, and 
about half a mile seawards from 
their base. 

The coastguards at the top were 
astonished to see rockets shooting 
up over the edge of the cliff, and 
knowing thereby that a ship was 
ashore they got with great trouble 
the rocket apparatus over the 
huge rocks at the foot of the cliffs 
and out towards the vessel as far 
as the heavy surf would permit 
them. 

This was a task of danger and 
great difficulty, and was splendid- 
ly carried out by the brave blue- 
jackets under their chief officer, 
Mr. Randle. 

All round them the surf raged, 
boiling over and between the great 
rocks, being driven into froth and 
sea dust by the wind, which blew 
the men over several times and 
rendered the working of the ap- 
paratus very difficult. 

There was seen from where they 
worked the great form of the ship 
looming through the night, with 


the sea beating over her in clouds. | 


After three ineffectual attempts — 


the rocket with line attached was 
shot over her between her main 
and mizzen masts and made 
fast on board; and then on her 
dark and slippery deck all hands 
mustered, clinging to lines and 
belaying-pins, and groping their 
way to where the tail of the block 
by which the breeches buoy trav- 


elled to and fro had been made | 


fast. 

“‘Who goes first?” cried the 
captain. : 

This meant who would volun- 
teer to test by his life how the ap- 
paratus would work, and whether 
everything would run clear. 

It meant being the first man to 
plunge into the blackness, into the 
howling caldron of surf, and being 
dragged through it, for on the 
middle of the rope and the middle 
part of the transit between the 
wreck and the shore the buoy and 
man in it would certainly have to 
be hauled through and even at 
times under the surf, 

And the first man 
swinging cradle, swinging in the 
wild blast and darkness, was the 
man who had said to me, ‘*I’m 
on the Lord’s side.” The next 


was an apprentice, Beard by name. . 


‘* Hold on like grim death,” said 
the caotain. ‘‘All right, sir; let 
go,” replied the poor lad, who was 
never seen again alive. 

Another sailor, George Duncan, 
who was the first man a few days be- 
fore to sign the temperance pledge 
with me, ignorant of the fate of the 


poor lad Beard, got into the buoy | 


and when halfway on his perilous 


journey, the whip line which pull- 


into this | 
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ed him and the buoy ashore got a 
turn round his neck. This he was 
unable to clear, though he made a 
desperate struggle for his life, and 
when he was at last pulled ashore 
he was thought to be dead, but by 
the kind efforts and skill of Dr. 
Braden and others was restored. 
The coastguards entered the surf, 
which swelled and raged among 
the rocks, at great risk, and with 
a@ courage which neither danger 
nor darkness could daunt, to meet 
the shipwrecked sailors as they 
were dragged to land; and so, ex- 
cepting the apprentice aforesaid, 
all were got ashore, but in an ex- 
hausted and dangerous condition. 

During the night the vessel 
drifted before the wind and tide 
from where she first struck, and 
finally embedded herself, having 
cut the telegraph and telephone 
wires to France in the beach of 
St. Margaret’s Bay. 

Reviewing the whole incident, 
who can fail to be touched with 
the perils of the poor fellows thus 
dragged along the giddy line—one 
moment suspended high in the 
air, and the next plunged in the 
boiling surf—the very men who 
were striving to serve God against 
the awful odds of the forecastle, 
and had manfully put their hands 
to a resolution to lead a new life a 
few short days before? 

The day after this disaster I 
was, as usual, afloat, and having 
in strong breeze just shoved from 
a schooner, we put a second reef 
into our sail, all of us working to- 
gether, and proceeded to hoist it. 

The yard of the sail by which it 
is hoisted was torn out of the 
hands of the man hoisting it, and 
swung round with great force, 
striking me across the face, nose 
and eyes, and driving me in a 
heap into the stern sheets. 

I was not, thank God, seriously 
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hurt, and was to some degree ha- 
bituated to such accidents, the 
very same thing having happened 
exactly twelve months before. 

A liberal application of salt wa- 
ter enabled me to attempt another 
vessel on which, being a blood- 
stained and forlorn object, I found 
I was at first a subject of grave 
suspicion, even to the ship-dog, 
but I could not continue my day’s 
work, and had to get ashore. 

The next day, on board a large 
full-rigged ship bound to Mel- 
bourne, we had service in the fore- 
castle with hymns (three) follow- 
ed by address, Matt. xi: 28, and 
prayer. 

There was a remarkable scene 
on the deck of this vessel, the Sal- 
sette, the whole crew raising a hur- 
ricane of cheers as we got over the 
side, an evidence beyond all pos- 
sibility of denial of the acceptabili- 
ty of the gospel to the storm-toss- 
ed, tempted, imperilled, unrival- 
led British seaman. 

Once more getting ready to go 
afloat. Boxes all on board the 
Mission boat! 

Best put in two reefs in the 
smallest mainsail! 

Look at that punt a mile out 
with two reefs, and more than she 
can carry at that! 

Ease her down and lay another 
wood or two! Now what do you 
say? 

Hold on! 
big sea! 

Now let her go. ‘‘ Let her co!” 
and, hurled down the beach, swift- 
ly she rushes seawards, with 
plungings and slidings, while we 
tumble in the best way we can, 
running along her side, and, by 
the time we had managed to 
scramble out of her bottom, per- 
haps drenched with the spray she 
had thrown over us, as she dips 
her nose into each long line of ad- 
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vancing surf, breaking in success- 
ive battalions—as once the robber 
Danes came to land on this same 
Kentish coast—we are afloat in 
deep water. 

This sometimes formidable surf 
can be overcome by the lifeboats’ 
crews with the aid of their haul- 
off-warp, by which they haul 
themselves out beyond the line of 
surf; but, as I have said, the surf 
which we attempt is necessarily on 
a smaller scale, though often as 
much as we can get through. 

The sail is set and we choose 
the vessel—one out of many—for 
which we intend to make. She is 
riding with her stern to the wind 
and sea by reason of the strong 
weather-tide which is running and 
which exerts a more powerful ef- 
fect on the vessel’s hull than the 
fresh breeze blowing from the op- 
posite direction. She is a three- 
masted schooner, and we ‘‘run” 
at her on the starboard tack; haul 
down our sail as we work the boat 
round and then ‘‘run” at her 
again before the wind, which is 
south-west, with our other lug- 
sail hoisted on the other tack. We 
come at great speed; we haul down 
sail and out fenders and come tear- 
ing up alongside the vessel. 

The master was aft on the quart- 
erdeck, which was above the level 
of the main deck by a step or two, 
and he welcomed me aboard. On 
this quarterdeck was a skylight, 
which gave ventilation and light 
to the cabin below, in which I 
could see from above the clock 
and swinging barometer. Close to 
the skylight was a hatchway, with 
steps and brass rail leading from 
the quarterdeck to the cabin—a 
door, a low combing, and sliding 
hatch, protected this hatchway 
from wind and sea. Aft of this 
was the wheel and the all-import- 
ant binnacle, containing the com- 
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pass. And about six feet over- 
head would be the mizzen boom, 
a great spar of thirty feet’project- 
ing well over the taffrail of the 
schooner. Amidships, and a little 
below the level of the quarterdeck, 
and right on top of the main hatch 
or principal passage for the cargo 
into the hold of the vessel, which 
passage is securely covered with 
great lids and is battened down 
with tarpaulin, iron bars and 
wedges—right on top of this main 
hatch is the ship’s boat in chocks, 
on which often and often the poor 
fellows have to depend for their 
lives when their vessel founders 
under their feet on some stormy 
night or is cut in two by collision 
at sea. 

A little farther ‘‘ forward ” was 
the galley or kitchen with cook- 
ing-stove, where wonderful culina- 
ry results—lobscouse and plum 
duff, the plums like angel’s visits, 
are produced by equally wonder- 
ful apparatus. Farther forward 
stood the windlass, from which 
the chain cable ran out through 
the hawse-holes to the anchors at 
the bottom of the sea; and be- 
tween the windlass and the cooking 
‘‘ galley” yawned the hatchway | 
with sliding top, leading down a | 
ladder eight or ten feet deep, to 
the forecastle. When standing on 
deck, you can see the men’s faces 
smiling at you as they ask, 
‘‘Won’t you come down, sir, and 
have a bite?” 

I got down the narrow hatch- 
way backwards 
amongst them. 

It was hard to see the men who | 
sat back from the hatchway in | 
the recesses of the place, and my | 
eyes only gradually got accustom- | 
ed to the dimness. The motion 
of the vessel swung the men’s oil- 
skins backwards and forwards as 
they hung from the nails, and to 
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their motion the lamp and the 
hammocks kept time. The men’s 
arms and hands were tarry, and 
everything smelled of the sea 
which thumped at the very tim- 
bers against which we leaned. 

“TY met you before,” said the 
brawny, bare-armed seaman who 
sat next me. ‘‘ Very likely,” I 
said, ‘‘when was it?” ‘Hight years 
ago I took the pledge from you,” 
he replied. ‘Did you keep it?” 
“« Kep’ it for two years,” he said. 
‘““And where are you from now?” 
Tasked him. ‘Just out of jail,” 
he answered. ‘‘ How long were 
you in?” **Six months,” he said. 
“‘ What were you in for?” I in- 
quired. ‘‘ Nothing!” was the re- 
ply, whereupon I said, ‘‘ There 
are a good many people in for 
that, I suppose.” 

And then there was dead silence, 
and of set purpose I waited, and at 
last I said, ‘‘ What you want is 
a Saviour, and a great one.” 
“* Well,” he slowly replied, ‘if I 
want one at all I want a great one, 
for I’m too far gone for a weak 
one.” ‘The Saviour I speak of,” 
I said, ‘‘is able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him, and He is just the Sav- 
iour for you.” And then I pre- 
sented him with a Bible, and I 
wrote on the flyleaf what a friend 
had shown me a few days before, 
the letters of the Saviour’s name 
written one above the other thus: 

J esus 

Exactly 

S uits 

U s 

S inners 
and after the letters I filled in the 
words as above. 

With this the men were greatly 
pleased, and the sailor continued 
the conversation. ‘‘Any one would 
be religious if he was quite sure 
the Bible was true, and that there 
was a God.” 
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Mindful of Butler, I said, ‘‘ But 
you must make up your mind on 
which side lies the greatest prob- 
ability, and unless you are a mad- 
man, act on that. Besides, you 
know as well as I do that numbers 
who believe the Bible to be true, 
and that there is a God, live wick- 
ed lives, and would not deny 
themselves if they saw hell yawn- 
ing before them. Plainly it is,” 
I said, ‘‘ not evidence merely, but 
conversion that is needed; there 
is enough of proof,” I added. 
‘‘What proof?” said he. ‘ Let 
us read the eleventh of Isaiah,” I 
said, and we did. 

In that heaving, wave-beaten 
fo’castle, ‘* all hands” turned to 
the great Book. 

For purposes of light I lay on 
the floor; others had to do the 
same; I reasoned with them, I said 
a little of the date of the book, 
centuries before the birth of Him 
of Nazareth; ‘‘There may have 
been twenty-four Isaiahs,” I said, 
“‘T don’t believe it; I think there 
was only one, but whoever wrote 
this chapter saw far off, down the 
long stream of centuries, the glo- 
rious face and fashion of Jesus 
Christ the Son of God.” With 
every faculty the men listened. 
With all the impressiveness of si- 
lence, and of eyes wide opened and 
intent, they followed my words as 
I asked them in the words of the 
chapter, the mighty drama there 
unfolded growing on me as I 
spoke, and carrying me away in 
its current, ‘‘ What Jew is there 
of Jesse’s stem, a branch out of 
his roots, who rules the earth, not 
with spear or battle-axe, but with 
the rod of His mouth, in whom— 
not Jews—but the Gentiles trust?” 
And a half dozen rude sailors call- 
ed out, ‘‘ Jesus Christ! It couldn’t 
be nobody else but Him.” 

And for a moment I thought of 
doubting Thomas and of his con- 
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fession, ‘‘ My Lord, and my God,” 
and IJ said, ‘‘ Of course it was!” 
And I went on to speak of the 
Bible, and the spirit of prophecy 
which, far down through the ages, 
saw the vision of the Messiah. 

Then we had two hymns—one 
of which after this conversation 
could hardly fail to be, ‘‘All hail 
the power of Jesus’ name,” and 
then prayer, some kneeling, some 
sitting with bowed heads, some 
standing with covered faces, con- 
cluding with the blessing. 

The men were bound to the 
Straits of Magellan and I never 
saw them more. 

Five days ago, after a long in- 
terval, I was on board the same 
vessel but the crew were different. 
The men with whom I spoke as 
above recorded were scattered to 
the four winds, whether living or 
dead, lost or saved, God knoweth. 

Up the ladder from the grimy 
fo’castle I clambered and down a 
rope over the side into my boat, 
over which, and her crew, the sea 
had been beating for hours—pickl- 
ing the latter! 

Then we set our double-reefed 
mainsail, canted the boat’s head 
from the ship by a rope leading 
well aft, and two of us on the 
mainsheet, made the sail as flat as 
a board as we plunged to wind- 
ward into the roaring crest of the 
sou’-westerly heavy sea that was 
running.— The Sunday at Home. 


i 
The Sea-Carrying Trade. 


There are signs of the times in 
the sea-carrying trade which por- 
tend important changes in the 
future. The disposition of owners 
of tonnage to-day to increase little 
by little the size of their steamers, 
and consequently increase their 
carrying capacity, is a proof that 
sooner or later the smaller craft 
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which has been employed in recent 
years in the foreign and colonial 
trades will, on economic consid- 
eration alone, be out of the run- 
ning, because it will not be able 
to obtain profitable employment. 
During the past few years, and 
particularly during the last year, 
the shipping built has been gen- 
erally of very large tonnage, and 
it is not unusual to hear of vessels 
being launched which will carry 
10,000 or 20,000 tons, and, in one 
instance, 30,000 tons of cargo. 
With modern, economical engines 
itis evident that great bulks of 
cargo like these can be carried at 
small cost of freight, and smaller 
ships in the long run can have no 
possible chance for competing 
with these leviathan tramps. But 
there is another significant fact 
that not only are small ships like- 
ly to be thrown out of employ, but 
small owners are likely also to lose 
their occupation. What is the 
fact at the present day? The big 
steamship companies which are 
engaged in the passenger trades, 
such as the Cunard and the White 
Star lines, carry with their large 
trans-Atlantic and other steamers 
cargoes at freights which the or- 
dinary trader cannot touch. This 
class of steamer must have car- 
goes at whatever rate of freight- 
age can be secured, as they have 
to sail at certain dates whether 
they have cargoes or not. This 
feature of the trade has developed 
to such a marked extent in recent 
years that the big companies have 
been led to extend their scheme 


‘of trade in order to carry a vast 


bulk of traffic which their ordina- 
ry liners cannot deal with. Hence, 
huge cargo steamers have been 
built which can carry an immense 
tonnage of goods of all classes, 
and these steamers are invariably 
owned by the big companies. The 
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effect will ultimately be that small 
owners will cease to exist and 
small tonnage steamers will not 
get employment in the best routes 
of trade, because they will not be 
so well able to secure casual car- 
goes as the organized big houses, 
nor will they be able to compete 
with the small rates of freight 
charged where big ships are em- 
RS ree Engineer, Lon- 
on. 
———2 + 


Headway and Steerage. 


It is impossible to steer a be- 
calmed vessel. It floats with the 
current, it rocks with the tide, 
but it neither turns to the right 
nor to the left. It can neither 
seek the channel nor avoid the 
rocks; it is helpless, passive, like 
a chip upon the deep. But let the 
winds rise and the sails be spread, 
and then asthe vessel makes head- 
way it can mind the helm and be 
turned about and be guided to its 
port. 
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In the Christian life there is no 
steerage without headway. In the 
life of the church there must be 
motion before there can be guid- 
ance. ‘To drift is to be in danger. 
The breath of the Spirit of God 
must fill our sails and bear us on, 
before wisdom can direct us or 
judgment change our course. If 
we can once get up steam then we 
can control the vessel and it will 
obey the rudder. 

It is useless to find fault with a 
corpse. There must be life before 
there can be action. We must rise 
from death before we can do good 
or evil, and so the first thing men 
need is the presence of God, the 
power of His life-giving Word; 
and when that has taken posses- 
sion of them they can be brought 
under the safe instruction and 
wise direction of the Word and 
Spirit of God. Wherefore he saith, 
‘“‘Awake thou that sleepest and 
arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light.”—TZhe Com- 
mon People. 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &«. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


India. 
BOMBAY. 


From the eleventh annual report of 
the Seamen’s Rest: 

Beginning with the watch-night ser- 
vice at which over one hundred seamen 
were present, special services were held 
every evening the first week of the year 
during which time thirteen seamen pro- 
fessed conversion. Among those thus 
brought to the Lord was a young Ger- 
man who evidenced the thoroughness of 
the change wrought in his life by bring- 
ing the superintendent £80 which he 
confessed to have gotten by forging his 
mother’s name five years before when he 


ran away from home. This was sent to 
the sorrowing mother with the glad news 
that her wayward son was converted and 
would return to her at the first opportun- 
ity, which he afterwards did. 

Numerous other incidents of radical 
conversion and moral reformation have 
occured at the regular services on Sun- 
day and Thursday evenings, thus glad- 
dening and encouraging the hearts of the 
superintend+nt and those who have as- 
sisted him from time to time. But the 
actual good accomplished cannot. be 
measured or estimated in this way. 

It is as important to surround men 
with influences which shall strengthen 
their moral convictions and keep them 
from running into temptation as to 
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rescue them from the ruin wrought by 
sin and neglect. There may not be so 
much said about it, but the captain and 
crew who bring a ship safely into port 
from long and perilous voyages without 
accident or loss are worthy of praise for 
watchfulness and effectiveness as well as 
they who behave heroically in an hour of 
ee when everything but life is 
ost. 

That the Rest has a restraining and up- 
lifting influence upon hundreds who 
drop into its well furnished reading: room, 
its cheery socials and concerts as well as 
its more directly 1eligious gatherings. 
cannot be doubted by those who are at all 
acquainted with its operations, and who 
know something of the heart of a stranger 
in a strange land. 

The frequent presence of captains and 
officers, particularly at the Sunday ser- 
vices, has been encouraging and helpful. 
We gladly acknowledge that some of 
them have long been true and tried 
friends of the institution, and practical 
supporters of its work, which they freely 
and highly commend. 

The subscription lists will show that 
the substantial interest of Bombay friends, 
as well as some in Poona, Secunderabad 
and other inland stations, has not ma- 
terially diminished, in spite of the heavy 
drafts made upon ail benevolent people 
this year by reason of tbe widespread 
suffering and interruption of business 
caused by plague and famine. 

It may be noticed, however, that the 
ship collections have somewhat fallen off, 
principally owing to lack of presentation, 
consequently the income from these 
sources has not been equal to the ex- 
penditure for maintaining the work this 
year. 

In this connection we may mention the 
steam launch which, while proving of 
great uce in visiting ships in harbor and 
bringing and returning the men of such 
ships to and from the Rest services, has 
not earned much more than enough to 
cover the running expenses and repairs. 
As many ships never come into the docks, 
but remain a long distance out in the 
stream, hundreds of sailors would be de- 
prived of the religious and social privi- 
leges at the Rest were it not for the 
launch. 

Besides the annual grant of $250 from 
the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
for which thanks are hereby returned, the 
British and Foreign Seamen's Friend 
Society have this year made a grant of 
£30 for special work among the Lascars, 
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or native seamen. With this assistance a 
Hindustani-speaking preacher has been 
employed and regular work has been car- 
ried on among this interesting class from 
which several converts to Christianity 
have already been baptized. 

Here we have to announce that Mr. 
Mappevn, who for five years has been the 
effective superintendent, has severed his 
connection with the Rest to engage in 
other missionary work. He will be kind- 
ly remembered by hundreds of men in all 
parts of the world who have found in 
him a true friend and safe adviser when 
in Bombay. We join them in wishing 
him all success in his new field. His 
position will be ably filled by Mr. F. 
Woop who comes to the place with three 
years of successful experience in similar 
work at Karachi. 

The year closing under peculiarly try- 
ing circumstances for Bombay gives us 
occasion for grateful acknowledgment 
of the mercies of the Lord which have 
been ever of old, and our entire depend- 
ence upon Him for the future prosperity 
of this work. With ‘‘the destruction 
that wasteth at noonday” on every hand 
the lives of our workers have been merci- 
fully spared, and with multitudes fleeing 
from ‘‘the noisome pestilence,” they 
have stood to their posts, ‘‘not afraid of 
the terror by night nor the arrow that 
flieth by day.” 

Mr. H. A. Crane writes on February 
ibe 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 2, all others, 103; 
religious services held in chapel, 32, on 
shipboard, 3, elsewhere, 7; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
30, of others, 13; religious visits to hos- 

itals, 4, on ships, &c., 207, in boarding- 

ouses, 2; Bibles and Testaments dis- 
tributed, 6, tracts, &c., 1,500. 


KARACHI, 


From the eleventh annual report of 
the Seamen’s Rest: 


There is no need to dwell upon the 
great slackness of the shipping during 
the past year. Nevertheless, the number 
of seamen visiting the Rest compares 
favorably with former years. The read- 
ing room has been regularly supplied 
with papers and periodicals direct from 
the home-land; also, local and Indian 
ones, and these have been supplemented 
by many sent in by friends, for which we 
are very thankful. That the writing 
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table is appreciated, is evident by the 
free and plentiful use of the materials 
placed at the disposal of the seamen. 
Several cases have come under our 
notice of those who have been induced to 
re-commence correspondence with the 
folks at home by means of the reminder 
to ‘*Write home!” near the table. 
Services and entertainments have been 
held as regularly as has been possible. 

Notwithstanding the hardness of the 
times, the finances of the Rest have kept 
up well. We have every reason to be en- 
couraged by the practical interest which 
the commercial and. general public take 
in the work; so that we are able to keep 
‘on the ‘‘no doubt” principle; and close 
the year with a balance on the right side 
of the ledger. We cannot omit grateful 
mention of the continued grant from the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY; 
and the kindness of various newspaper 
proprietors in supplying the reading- 
room with papers. 

After three years at the Rest, Mr. 
Woon is transferred to seamen’s work in 
Bombay, and here we would introduce 
Mr. Dow tna, the new Superintendent. 


Mr. W. H. Dow.ine writes without 


date: 

It is just wonderful how God is work- 
ing amongst our dear sailor lads, as from 
time to time they come to the Rest. As 
I have only just taken over the work at 
Karachi, I must not say much, but this 
I can say, He is with us and we will not 
fear. As you know, Karachi is one of 
the plague-stricken cities, so it hinders 
many men from coming on shore; this 
will account for the small attendance 
jast month, and a still greater hindrance 
is the famine. As many ships come here 
alone for grain, and the scarcity of grain 
now in this country is great, it compels 
ships to frequent other ports. One of 
the seamen came to me for a Bible. He 
in return told me of all the good he had 
received and how he had been spiritually 
helped. With a word of prayer that God 
would keep him, he left us, p.rhaps never 
to meet again. ; ‘ 

Number of English ships in port since 
last statement, 7, all others, 2; religious 
services held in chapel, 10, on shipboard, 
1, elsewhere, 6; average atteuda ce of 
seamen at religious services, 22. of others, 
10; religious visits on ships, 30; Bibles 
and Testaments distributed, 1, tracts, &c., 
200. 


Rey. Dr. J. M. Tuosurn, the Bishop 
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of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
India, writes on February 4: 


_ I write to notify you that the Rev, G. 

1. Srong, who has heretofore been in 
charge of the Seamen’s Mission at Kara- 
chi, is about to leave India on furlough, 
and that the Rev. W. D. Watwzr has 
been appointed to Mr. Sronn’s place. 
We are very thankful to your excellent 
Society for the help which has heretofore 
been sent to our mission at Karachi, and 
trust that you will be able to continue to 
assist us in the future. Just at present, 
as you perhaps are aware, the plague is 
making great havoe (chiefly among the 
native population) in both Karachi and 
Bombay. This, however, does uot lessen 
the value of our work, but increases it 
rather. Thus far the pestilence has not 
reached the shipping, and I trust it will 
not find its way among the seamen in the 
future. 


————qxqxo08c- 4 ____ 


Japan. 
YOKOHAMA, 


Letters to Mr. and Mrs. Austen: 


‘“* Yokohama has not been forgotten as 
the place where I was by God’s grace 
brought to see Christ as my Saviour. 
May our loving Father in heaven watch 
over, protect and bless you and yours, 
and also your work, is my daily prayer.” 

‘*My husband has asked me to write 
you a few lines, which I do to thank you 
both for being so kind to him when he 
was so many miles away from home, and 
I must tell you how pleased I am that he 
has turned from the ways of the world 
and is serving our Master alone.” 

From a seaman converted in the U.S. 
jail: 

‘“*May the dear Lord grant you His 
blessing this day and forever, so that you 
may lead yet many a soul to Christ Jesus. 
This is the wish and prayer of your true 
friend.” 

‘IT must express our true sympathy 
and fellow-feeling for the great and glor- 
ious work you are doing with God’s help 
for His cause, and our sincere wish that 
you will all be spared in health and 
strength to continue in that work for 
many years, and may God’s blessing rest 
upon you all. I cannot say that T. S. 
has increased much, but we have two 
more brothers joined with us in Christ, 
and we have great hopes of their being 
ultimately won. 
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‘© We have had some splendid meetings 
here (Hong Kong) and have received 
reat help and sympathy from several 
Friends here, not the least of whom are 
Miss Jounson and the other ladies there.” 


‘Several have to-day mentioned that 
it is years since they had such an evening 
and expressed how thoroughly they en- 
joyed it all, and I am sure that during 
our absence we shall remember you most 
affectionately and regret that our duty 
does not allow us to be with you. I don’t 
suppose you can fully realize how com- 
forting and helpful it is to us to think 
that though we are so far from home 
there is some one even here who sympa- 
thizes with us and rejoices that we are 
not in the saloons and low places corrupt- 
ing our good manners on each occasion 
of landing. Those of us who are Chris- 
tians will pray that your efforts to spread 
Christianity will be fruitful as well as 
your daily lives prosperous the remainder 
of your days onearth. Hoping my apol- 
08%, as well as our thanks may be accept- 
ed, 


‘*T do hope that you are having good 
meetings at the mission and that many 
will give their hearts to God. I cannot 
help recalling the happy times I have 
spent at the mission with your kindness, 
not forgetting Mrs, Austen and Miss 
Winntk, for | know you could never do 
enough for us. May God bless the mis- 
sion and the earnest workers therein. I 
am now taking part in the Christian En- 
deavor work, which is making rapid 
strides in England, almost as much as in 
America, I have also attended an ‘At 
Home’ at the Sailors’ Rest consisting of 
members of the R. N.C. C., and I am 
very pleased to say our president, Ad- 
miral GRANT, was present with us and 
spoke so nicely to us. I was asked by 
Miss Weston to say a few words to them; 
I complied, aiso speaking of your kind- 
ness towards us, and not only us but ev- 
erybody who came to the mission.” 


**Many thanks for all the good you 
have done towards me, for it is owing to 
you that I have found the right way to 
Jesus. Yes, good-bye, and again thanks 
for this time, and the Lord be present 
with you and with us who are to plough 
the foaming ocean. May God grant usa 
safe voyage.” 

“While I have an opportunity I will 
write a few lines to bring forward my in- 
nermost and heartiest thanks for all the 
kindness and friendliness you have shown 
to me in the mission as well as in your 
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home. Oh, if I only could make you a 
return. But, dear friends, I hope and 
pray that the Lord will reward you rich- 
ly. Yes, thanks for every evening we 
have had together; whata comfort it was 
to sit in there while the storms were blow- 
ing outside. If it had lasted longer I 
believe that I would have become a still 
better man.” 

“‘T got home on Christmas mornin 
and spent Christmas day, Saturday an 
Sunday with my wife and children, after 
an absence of six months, and I do thank 
God for all His mercies. Since becoming 
a helper in the cause, brother GARNER 
and myself have kept up our little meet- 
ings in my cabin, but could not get any 
one to attend except the second engineer 
who is living in Christ, and occasionally 
the third engineer came. Our prayers 
were ever for those around us to come, 
but without results at the time. But 
thanks be to God prayer has been answer- 
ed this voyage and a precious soul earned. 
Mr. GARNER, the first officer, left us this 
voyage, but I continued the meetings 
along with the second and third engi- 
neers. We have got a new second officer, 
and as soon as we got on our way | =e 
proached him on the all important sub- 
ject, his soul’s salvation, but he could not 
believe there was ever such aman as 
Christ, and with God’s grace I set to work. 
to convince him of his error by scriptural 
proofs, which it so pleased God to give 
me, and glory to God he was convinced: 
of his error and his sin in neglecting this: 
free salvation and wished for my prayers, 
and the prayers offered and the words 
spoken were so blessed by God that our 
second officer the next night gave up. 
serving the devil and is now an earnest 
and useful brother in the service of the 
Cross and a firm believer in Christ Jesus. 
Before I expiain our little work on board 
the Inchdune I must tell you that now 
we have a congregation assemble here in 
my room three and four times a week of 
six persons, and five of them are now on 
the narrow path and following in the 
footsteps of our Saviour Christ Jesus;. 
one is desirous of living as a child of God; 
he has only been with us once, but has 
the desire and is now determined to give- 
up the worldly life and become a child of 
God, fully believing that Jesus died for 
him. So, dear brother, you will see that 
we are not idle and that the Lord is with. 
us. We have quite a glorious time, sing- 
ing, praying and preaching to each other 
in turns, We each have something to do 
every meeting night, as I see that to keep- 
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one bright the best way is to find them 
something to do. We will have more 
amongst us, I believe, before the voyage 
is finished; our prayers are for it, and we 
each one are true believers in prayer and 
God’s promises. I thank God that I my- 
self am living and enjoying life in the 
service of Christ with blessing from God 
unspeakable, and I mean by God’s grace 
to work for the cause of seamen, and pray 
God to hasten the day when the abund- 
ance of the sea shall be converted unto 
Him. Wishing you all success in the 
mission at Yokohama and Christian wish- 
es to yourself and family, I remain with 
brotherly love yours respectfully.” 


KOBE. 

Mr, J. M. Harmon writes on January 
30; 

At the present time we have a nice 
comfortable building, well fitted out with 
a reading room well supplied with books 
and papers, a library of some two hun- 
dred volumes, including a good encyclo- 
pedia, a comfortable dormitory, contain- 
ing twelve beds, and four smaller rooms 
containing a bed each, a pleasant little 
office (where by-the-way we have had 
some nice prayer meetings with Christian 
seamen and many a long and we hope 
profitable talk with enquirers) and a room 
for the keeping of literature and the 
making up of bundles and bags for out- 
going ships; this room opening imme- 
diately out of the office. ‘The merchants 
after watching the working of the new 
Institute for nearly a year have in every 
case but one given their old subseriptions 
or, as in many cases, increased it <o that 
for next year we have more to work with 
than before, and consequently can look 
forward to more and better work. But 
God has blessed us not only in temporal 


At Ports in the 
Connecticut, 
NEW HAVEN, 


Rey. Joun O. Berau writes on March 


le 

Shipping business declined very much 
ince my last report. From the middle 
yf January up till within a week very few 
vessels have arrived in port. The first 
wo weeks of January, however, were 
ery good; and likewise this last week. 
Ve have unfalteringly continued to sow 
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matters but in giving us souls, which is 
far more important. We have had sev- 
eral conversions, and I am sure that 
many a man has gone from this port 
with seed sown in his heart that shall be- 
fore long spring up to bear fruit unto 
everlasting life. We had hoped before 
this time to have had an Institute keeper, 
but the right man has not shown himself 
yet; if we can raise enough money this 
year to give a man a reasonable support, 
we shall find one I am sure. Both at 
Christmas and New Year’s we had a large 
gatbering of seamen, at Christmas giving 
them a sumptuous dinner, followed by a 
concert, and New Year’s night a Magic 
Lantern exhibition, with refreshments, 
and songs by the sailors, the bishop of 
our diocese giving our first song. 
Thanking you for your help in the past 
and hoping for a continuance of the 
same, 
—————— i 0 


Chile, S. A. 
VALPARAISO. 


Rey, FRANK THompson writes on March 
ils 

The mission is prosperous and I believe 
doing an increasingly good work among 
sailors. We have had fewer vessels in 
port so far this quarter than I have ever 
known in this port before, but the few 
have received the concentrated attention 
that would otherwise have been divided 
among the many, and perhaps the spirit- 
ual results may be as great. When the 
hunter fires at a flock of birds he may 
lodge a pillet in many but may not serl- 
ously wound one, but when he aims at 
one bird he usually kills. May God take 
care of His own truth and direct it into 
the hearts of the hearers. 


United States. 


the seed. Our meetings, of which {the 
regular number have been held, have 
been well attended, especially the Scandi- 
navian service. As fruit of the meetings 
I have the joy to report six persons con- 
verted. 

In order to draw the men into the 
Home and to the reading room the 
Volunteer Committee has undertaken to 
give a concert once a month at least. 
The first was given the 29th inst., ex- 
clusively to the men in the Home. It 
was a very enjoyable affair, and we hope 
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they will serve to draw the men to the 
Home. 

Number of meetings held, 26; attend- 
ance at services, 892; seamen present, 
258; conversions, 6; attendance at read- 
ing room, 1,596; letters received for 
sailors, 238; letters written by sailors, 
212; bundles of reading sent out, 261, 
Bibles, 5, books, 37, loose magazines, 
205; vessels arrived in port (only sailing 
vessels, barges not reported), 83; visits to 
barges and vessels, 218; new arrivals at 
the Home, 76; total men at Home, 619; 
number of men shipped, 203; libraries 
exchanged, 8; sent to hospital, 4; ob- 
tained wages for crew; 3 sailors rigged 
out with clothing and sent on ships; 
ticket furnished for one; sick man cared 
for 3 days at the Home, 

These are the main facts to be reported. 
The prospect is good. Interest keeps up, 
and the need ever present. This is our 
warrant and encouragement, 


New York. 


SAILORS’ HOME, 


Capt. Wm. Dotuar writes on April 1: 


Our meetings at the Sailors’ Home have 
been very encouraging and we have had 
two hopeful cases of conversion, both 
men well advanced in years and tired of 
serving the enemy of their souls. One of 
these men attributes his conversion to 
reading a tract called the ‘‘ Beginning.” 
Of course any person might read the 
same tract, and, without the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, be the same as before. 
“Not by might, nor by power, but by 
my Spirit, saith the Lord.” What a 
mighty work will one word of God ac- 
complish if accompanied by the Holy 
Spirit! Christ to-day bas but to speak the 
word ason the Seaof Galilee, ‘*‘ Peace, be 
still.” It is astonishing to see how many 
people read the word of God and say 
they believe and yet live on in sin, while 
that word teaches us clearly that the 
blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin. 
Why not try the remedy and prove all 
things according to the Scriptures? 

A concert was given in March at the 
Home by the lessee, Mr. ALEXANDER, 
Mrs. A. C. Torren, soprano, and Mrs. 
H. Bennett, pianist, had indeed an ap- 
preciative audience in the sailors present, 
but they deserved it. Mrs. Torren has a 
fine voice, well trained. and she sang 
with feeling songs that appealed to the 
sensibilities of her audience, some with 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


[ May, 


chorusses that roused them to take part. 
Mrs. Brenner also caught the enthusiasm 
of the sailors and played with power and 
grace. 


THE NAVY YARD. 


Mr. J. M. Woop writes on March 31: 


‘Therefore if any man be in Christ, he 
is a new creature; old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become 
new.”—2 Cor.v: 17. 

As I read the following letter received 
a few days ago from one of our naval 
brethren, the precious truth contained in 
the above verse forced itself upon me 
with greater power than ever before. “‘ A 
pew creature,” three wonderful words, 
describing exactly the glorious transition 
from darkness into light. 

“‘T am getting along splendid, with 
bright hopes and a steady purpose. My 
liking for the Bowery has all gone, dis- 
like has taken its place. Whiskey! I 
hate the sound and smell of it. My sin- 
ful appetites and likings have wholly 
disappeared. I can go to bed now and 
know that I am in bed. I can eat my 
dinner now with a taste and relish. A 
clear head, a clear conscience, enjoyment 
and peace, all have come to me in this 
new life. What a fool I have been! You 
will never realize how much you have 
helped me in my struggle for the right. 
Remember me in your prayers.” 


Many of our Roman Catholic brethren 
attend our services here, and I was 
gratified to receive the following letter 
from one of them, who was an old ship- 
mate of mine many years xgo: 

“I was greatly obliged for the little 
book you sent me, and I passed it around 
to the boys after reading it. It will be 
many a day before I touch another glass 
of liquor. We are of different faiths, 
yet that does not make any difference; 
for a man can be a man no matter what 
denomination he belongs to, and a man 
cannot be a man as long as he drinks 
liquor, for it makes him a brute and 
a fool. I never think of religion in a 
bigoted way. I would go and listen to 
you as soon as I would listen to any 
Catholic priest, for I know you are just 
as sincere as any of them, and I know 
you mean every word you say, for there 
is no one attends your meetings that 
knows you as well as I do, in your old 
life especially. It is a common thing, 
almost daily, to hear the men around the 
decks say: ‘I wish we were back on 


—— 
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the Cob Dock listening to Mr. and Mrs, 
Woop.’ sat of the men have taken 
your words to heart, for I notice several 
do not fall into the beer line any more.” 
I have received and distributed this 
month thirty-six comfort-bags from New 
York City, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, Al- 
bany, Ccchecton, N. Y., Damascus, Pa., 
Canandaigua, N. Y., Roselle, N. J., 
Milanville, Pa., Coulterville, Ill, and 
Logansport, Ind.; also very sympathetic 
letters asking for information from Wash- 
ington, D. C., Northampton, Mass., 
Orange and Pluckemin, N. J., Wilkes- 
barre, Pa., Salisbury, Conn., Willrick, 
Bridge Hampton and Elmhurst, N. Y. I 
append two of these letters from Christian 
women in Pennsylvania and Illinois, 
showing the manifest interest in this 
work: 
**T would like to lay your work before 
the Aid Society of our church, of which 
I am president, and undeitake to furnish 
at least fifty comfort-bags for the men of 
the navy. Before doing so, I will be 
obliged for a little more information in 
regard to your work in order that I may 
interest the people. It appeals strongly 
to my own heart. Wishing you and 
our work all success, and God’s richest 
Biesing.” 


“The Ladies’ Missionary Society of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church of this 
western town have become interested in 
your work, and mail you to-day a sample 
comfort-bag. It is our prayer that some 
worthy seaman may receive the bag as a 
small kindness from a band of Christians 
whose sole aim and purpose is to win 
souls for Christ, and in the providence 
of God may be the means of his conver- 
sion. Please let the society know if the 
package reaches you safely.” 


I believe that the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
Friend Society is the most potent mis- 
sionary force in existence to-day, by 
reason of its world-wide field and far 
reaching results, and I shall bend every 
energy of my nature to the dissemination 
of its great object and work among the 
people, and with this end in view I have 
sent to each inquirer an explanatory let- 
ter, with a copy of the Sartors’ Mae- 
AZINE, Lire Boat, Annual Report, and 
other sailor literature. I am exce.dingly 

lad to receive these letters and to dis- 
tribute these bags among the men, from 
the fact that if I can secure enough to 
present one to each man in the North 
Atlantic Squadron, it will place our ser- 
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vices and ourselves in direct personal 
touch with one-half of our entire naval 
force, affording me an opportunity to 
explain the Society’s work, and above all 
be the simple means of winning souls 
into the kingdom of God. 

Ever since we commenced our labors 
here for the Society, July 1, 1892, we 
have received the utmost kindness from 
the various commanding officers of the 
Vermont. The first one, Captain J. N. 
MILLER (just promoted to Rear Admiral), 
evinced a lively interest in all matters 
pertaining to the spiritual welfare of the 
men, ever ready to approve of apy 
measures tending to this end, and we 
shall always remember with gratitude his 
personal courtesy toward us. We are 
very glad to hear of his promotion and 
extend our hearty congratulations. His 
successor, Captain Siuas Casry, has 
made a complete transformation in this 
dock, adding many valuable improve- 
ments in the grounds, and what was once 
an almost barren waste now blossoms 
like the rose. Several much needed ad- 
ditions have been made for the comfort 
of the men, and he has greatly beautified 
the Hall in which our services are held, 
Our grateful thanksare tendered him and 
his family for their extreme kindness to 
us. Captain Mrrri~u MiLurr relieved 
Captain Casry of command on the 16th 
inst., and we are very grateful that he 
has been ordered here, because his repu- 
tation as a devout follower of the Lord 
Jesus is well knowr throughout the navy 
and one of his first official acts was to 
abolish Sunday inspections and labor on 
board his vessel. He attended a recent 
Sabbath morning service in the Hall and 
seemed much gratified at the number of 
men in attendance, and their evident in- 
terest. So we are extremely fortunate in 
having our lines cast in such pleasant 
places, and among such goodly people. 

The Japanese Bible Class meet regular- 
ly in the Hall every Sabbath P. M. at 3 
o’clock, and it is an inspiring sight to 
witness their sincere worship to Almighty 
God. The services are conducted in 
their native language and they are very 
interesting and helpful. At their last 
meeting, fifteen Japanese were in attend- 
ance and it was an exceedingly impressive 
service, The young people of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Roselle, N. J., in 
addition to their contribution of twelve 
comfort bags, sent us a large assortment 
of illustrated magazines, which were very 
acceptable. Rev. EK, C. Cuaruron, chap- 
lain of the Fisherman’s Institute of 
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Gloucester, Mass., called upon us and we 
were glad to hear of the good work 
in progress in that famous old fishing 
town. We have received also advices 
from Chaplain R. E. Sreeie, of New 
Orleans, from which I quote: 

“The Maine and Texas have been 
here and gone. We tried our experiment 
and I am thankful to say were more than 
successful. The men freely used our 
rooms, and I believe, under God’s bless- 
ing, we planted a great deal of the best 
of seed in many hearts. Day and night 
we labored for these men, caring for their 
bodies, but never forgetting their souls.” 

This is very cheering and encouraging 
news to us, and we are grateful indeed 
for the interest manifested in these our 
brethren. 

The Sailors’ Rest, projected by Cap- 
tain F, J. Hiaainson, U. S. N., has 
been regularly incorporated under the 
laws of the State of New York and 
we look forward with a great deal of 
eagerness to the time when it shall be 
opened. 

Our audiences have Jargely increased, 
averaging at least a hundred men at 
every service, and we are greatly en- 
couraged at the evidences of the power 
of the pat Spirit in convicting men of 
sin. Mr. H. W. WILKINS, a man who 
has drank to its bitter dregs of the cup of 
sin and sorrow, brought back to his 
Father’s house at the McAuley Mission, 
New York, shortly after my own conver- 
sion, spoke to us last Sunday evening 
very thrillingly, and in a touching man- 
ner portrayed this uttermost salvation 
and God’s infinite love and compassion 
toward His children. As I listened to 
his impassioned utterances, I could not 
help casting an admiring glance at this 
*“new creature,” and mentally contrasted 
the horrors of the old life with the bless- 
ings and joys of the new. It was an ad- 
dress full of pathos, power and truth, 
and will be productive of much fruit. Oh, 
the weakness of poor humanity, and the 
majesty and power and love of God! 


“I’ve heard of a Saviour whose love was so 
strong, 

He loved a poor sinner like me, 

He turned His back on the glorified throng, 

To save a poor sinner like me, 

The angels they sang Him from glory, 

Im glad that they told me the story, 

He came from on high to suffer and die, 

To save a poor sinner like me.”’ 
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Rev. J. B. Merrirr writes on March 
81: 


I have been greatly assisted by the St. 
Andrew’s Brotherhood of this city and by 
a few others whose assistance aids me 
both in the gathering of sailors and in the 
conduct of the music as well as in the 
distribution of religious reading matter 
among seamen on the vessels. For this 
help I am truly grateful. ‘The seamen 
have been much interested in the services 
and have shown great appreciation of 
them. I have had many interesting 
cases among the sick in the hospital to 
whom [ have ministered as best I could. 
We have had several deaths in the 
hospital, but nearly all of them died in 
the faith of the gospel. A number of 
destitute seamen have been relieved by 
being sent to their homes, a féw have 
been fed and clothed. There is more in- 
terest among our people for seamen than 
I have seen for years, and the seamen 
appreciate this and are turning out nicely. 
On the whole the past quarter has been 
the best for years. 

Number of American vessels in port 
since last statement, 380, all others, 
80; religious services held in chapel, 
16, on shipboard, 6, elsewhere, 8; 
average attendance of seamen at re- 
ligious services, 26, of others, 10; 
religious visits to hospital, 91, on 
ships, &c., 410; Bibles and Testaments 
distributed, 28, tracts, &c., 8,000. 


—————»> +e 


South Carolina. 
CHARLESTON, 


The following is a part of the annua} 
report of the chapiain, Rev. C. E. Cur- 
CHESTER: 


More than three quarters of a century 
has elapsed since the first meeting was 
held in this city for the purpose of organ- 
izing a society to provide for the spiritual 
wants of the larg: number of seamen 
always to be found in this port. Charles- 
ton was at that time the most important 
shipping poiat on the Atlantic coast, 
south of New York, and its large harbor 
was often crowded with sailing vessels 
from various portions of the world. Mr. 
Tomas Napier was the first president, 
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and Mr. Jasper Cornine the first secre- 
tary. From that day to this the society 
has carried on successfully this important 
work. Among its members have always 
been found the most prominent citizens 
dwelling here, and the officers have been 
chosen from among the most active 
business men and consecrated Christians 
residing in the city, who have, by their 
superior business knowledge, conducted 
the affairs of the Society with promptness 
and success, At our annual meeting, 
held one year ago to-day, mention was 
made of the arrangements then existing 
with the Rev. W.S. WiauTman, whereby 
he was able to render valuable assistance 
to me in my work as chaplain. Little 
did any of us suppose that in less than 
six weeks—exactly thirty-seven days— 
both brother WiaHTMAN and his devoted 
wife would lie sleeping, side by side, in 
their graves in Magnolia. The sudden 
shock of this sad event upon the commu- 
nity was universal. To me it was over- 
whelming, and I have not ceased to feel 
deeply the great loss I have personally 
sustained by this, to us, mysterious 
Providence, and can only bow submis- 
sively and say: ‘‘He hath done all 
things well.” Brother WiagHTMAN was ‘‘a 
man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost.” 

By the blessing of our heavenly Father 
not only has my life been spared, but my 
health and strength have been so far re- 
stored as to enable me to perform, with 
very little assistance from others, all the 
duties appertaining to the office of chap- 
lain. have preached in the Bethel 
every Sunday night that it has been 
opened, except during the month of 
June, when I was absent from the city, 
and been present at and conducted per- 
sonally nearly every one of our temper- 
ance meetings on Monday nights, 
Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society on Tues- 
day afternoons, song service and Bible 
readings on Wednesday nights and social 
entertainments for the sailors on Friday 
nights, and am now feeling stronger 
than I was at the beginning of the year’s 
work, for all of which I am truly thank- 
ful and greatly encouraged. 

I will notin this year’s report enter as 
fully as heretofore into the details of our 
various services—further than to men- 
tion that our Sunday night services in 
the Bethel have been generally well at- 
tended by seamen, who have seemed to 
listen mii close attention to the Word as 
preached, one remarking that he could 
sit an hour longer listening to the sermon. 
A Norwegian captain said to me recently 
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at the close of a service, as he warmly 
pressed my hand: ‘I can understand all 
you say, and”—laying his hand on his 
heart—‘‘it makes me so happy!” 

Our Song Service and Bible Readings 
on Wednesday nights have not always 
been largely attended, so far as numbers 
go, but they have been pervaded by 
a quiet, devotional spirit, and we have 
every reason to believe that they have 
left lasting impressions on not a few of 
these who have attended them. 

The practice of ‘‘ farming out the sick 
sailors,” for that is what it amounts to, 
once a year, to the lowest bidder, with 
changes backward and forward on the 
1st of July, is manifestly open to many 
objections, which would cease entirely if 
the United States Government had a 
small hospital entirely under its own su- 
pervision, Itneed not have accommoda- 
tions for more than ten or twelve white 
and the same number of colored seamen, 
thus requiring only two dormitories of 
moderate size, with three or four small 
rooms for other necessary purposes. As 
to location, it ought, if possible; to be 
where the sick and convalescing sailor 
could look out on the water. Would 
there not be ample room for such a small 
marine hospital in the Custom House 
building, after the removal of the 
United States Courts to the new Govern- 
ment building? 

During the recent session of our State 
Legislature Senator Burst from Charles- 
ton introduced the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

“That the Governor be and he is here- 
by authorized and requested to forthwith 
memorialize Congress of the United States 
for the passage of an Act to construct 
and establish a marine hospital at the 
port of Charleston, and to make the 
necessary appropriation therefor. And 
that the co-operation herein of each and 
every one of the Senators and members of 
the House of Representatives from this 
State in the Congress of the United States 
be and the same is hereby earnestly 
requested, and that his Excellency, the 
Governor, be and he is requested to eause 
a copy of this resolution to be transmitted 
immediately to each of the Senators and 
members from this State.” 

I would respectfully suggest that the 
same resolution be adopted by this Port 
Society. and that copies be sent to each 
of the Senators and members of Congress 
in Washington, from this State. Also 
that the board of trustees of the Sailors’ 
Home inquire further into this matter, as 
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it might be possible, in order to expedite 
the matter, that they could make arrange- 
ments to rent a portion of the Sailors’ 
Home to the United States Government 
for temporary use, as a marine hospital, 
until permanent buildings can be erected. 

The Sailors’ Home is still carried on by 
the Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society as a 
lodging house, but its income has not 
been sufficiently large to meet its small 
but absolutely necessary expenses. 
They realize that to close it up entirely 
would be an exceedingly unfortunate and 
hazardous proceeding, and they have, 
therefore, been compelled to ask this 
Society to help them meet their monthly 
deficits. There have been 347 lodgings, 
yielding $83.50. 

On the 4th of August the crew of the 
Austrian bark Hmelie, which was burned 
in mid-ocean, was picked up by the 
British steamship Awminister, and then 
brought into this port. They were 
lodged in the Sailors’ Home and cared 
for until they could be sent home by 
their consul. 

Nonevof the necessary repairs have been 
done upon the buildings during the past 
year, and they are consequently deterior- 
ating in value more and more all the 
time. 

The Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society: 
These faithful workers have labored hard 
during the past year, but under many 
difficulties and discouragements. The 
urgent appeal which I made to you in my 
last report, that each officer and member 
of the Port Society should, if possible, in- 
duce the ladies of their respective fami- 
lies to join the Ladies’ Society, and take 
an active interest in the work for sailors, 
did not meet with the response which we 
had hoped it would. I beg leave respect- 
fully to repeat that request, and do sin- 
cerely hope to see speedy results by the 
early addition of a number of new mem- 
bers to that Society. I know that they 
would soon become deeply interested in 
the work, and by their presence, counsel 
and assistance would speedily lift the 
Society out of its difficulties, 

The public anniversary services were 
held on Sunday night, April 18, 1896, in 
St. Matthew’s Evangelical German Lu- 
theran Church, upon which occasion the 
Rey. W. T. THompson, D. D., pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church in this 
city, delivered an eloquent and appro- 
priate address. 

The public services, commemorative of 
this, our seventy-fifth anniversary, will 
be held in the First Presbyterian Church, 
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on Sunday night, April 4, when the Rev. 
H. W. Bays, D. D., pastor of Bethel M. 
E, Church, will preach the sermon. 

The following is a summary of the 
work accomplished during the year: 
Number of religious and other services 
held, 133; sailors in attendance at the 
services, 2,448; landsmen in attendance 
at the services, 2,996; visits to vessels, 
(American 808, foreign 76,) 384; visits to 
hospitals, 66, and jail, 22; printed in- 
vitations to services distributed, 4,500; 
papers, magazines, tracts, books, ete., dis-- 
tributed, 17,265; Bibles a d Testaments 
distributed, 132—English 85, German 6, 
Welsh 1, Italian 10, Spanish 6, Swedish 
4, Norwegian 20; visitors to reading 
room, 2,752; letters written, 118; letters 
received, 230; lodgers accommodated in 
the Home, 347; temperance pledges 
signed, 65, 

While fully recognizing the present 
financial difficulties which environ us, in 
common with all other religious and 
charitable organizations, yet, when we 
remember that for three-quarters of a 
century this staunch old Port Society ves- 
sel has kept steadily on her voyage of 
love and mercy, during which she has en- 
countered many a storm, some far worse 
than the present one, and weathered 
every one of them safely, and is to-day 
as strong and seaworthy as she was on the 
day she was first launched, let us be en- 
couraged to persevere in our work during 
the coming years. We have the promise 
of a faithful God that if we are ‘‘ stead- 
fast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord,” that *‘our labor 
shall not be in vain in the Lord.” 


We have in hand the eloquent sermon | 


preached by Rey. H. W. Bays, D. D., 
at the 75th anniversary of the Charleston 
Port Society. Init he pays a touching 
tribute to the work of its chaplain, Rev. 
C. E. Cuicuester, declaring that ‘it 
has the endorsement of every just man 


and above all the approval of God.”—Eb. | 


Rey. C. E, Carcuester writes on April — 


During the quarter just closed our 
work has been prosecuted uninterruptedly. 
The attendance has not been on an 


average as large as in some former _ 


years, owing to the falling off of shipping, 


not only in this port, but, according to | 


the reports published monthly in the 
SarLors’ MaGazing, in all portions of 


1897. ] AND 


the world, there being many vessels laid 
up, waiting for more prosperous times. 
Number of American vessels in port 
since last statement, 57, all others, 
‘16; religious services held in chapel, 
39, elsewhere, 12; average attendance 
of seamen at religious services, 20, 
of landsmen, 15; religious visits to 
hospitals, 22, on ships, 73; Bibles and 
Testaments distributed: English, 12; 
German, 6; Norwegian, 8; Swedish, 2; 


Spanish, 2; tracts, newspapers, mag- 
azines, &c., 5,940. 
SSE ES 
Georgia. 
SAVANNAH. 


Mr. H. Iverson writes on April 8: 


Number of American ships in port, 
166, all others, 77; number of religious 
services held in chapel, 50, on shipboard, 
4; average attendance at religious ser- 
vices, 49; number of religious visits made 
to the hospital, 18, on ships, 207; Testa- 
ments given away, 100, and many tracts 
and other reading matter, 

I have had the grip, which left me with 
a bad cough and a sore throat. My work 
would have suffered had it not been for 
the many Christian workers, who always 
so willingly assist me in my work when I 
call upon them, The Norwegian training 
ship Hilida with a crew of one hundred 
and thirty-eight men, visited this port in 
February and stayed one week. I had 
the pleasure of preaching the gospel to 
them. Our Saturday night meetings are 
strictly religious services, very often led 
by the pastors from the different churches, 
aud we have been able to gather more 
men to these meetings than any other 
mee.ings in the week, I therefore include 
them in my report for this quarter. At 
these meetings we distributed Testa- 
ments. L have a few friends who fur- 
nish most of the money for them and 
take part in the distrioution. A lady 
friend sent me a few days ago $10 
for Testaments, A Christian captain 
told me last Saturday night that he 
thought those Saturday night meetings 
was a splendid idea. 


—24S__—_ 
Alabama. 
MOBILE, 


Rey, R. A. Mickie writes on April 2: 


SEAMEN'S FRIEND. 
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Number of American vessels in port 
since last statement, 15, all others, 
39; religious services held in chapel, 
8, in hospital 10; average attendance 
of seamen at religious services, 15, 
of others, 14; religious visits to hos- 
ital, 11, on vessels, 73, in boarding- 

ouses, 5; Bibles distributed, 5; Testa- 
ments, 14, trac.s, numerous magazines 
and papers. Twenty-seven special re- 
quests were made .for prayer. 

The monthly entertainment given on the 
third Thursday night was fine, and the 
Bethel was packed with ‘“‘tars” and 
citizens. The King’s Daughters as usual 
furnished the comfort-bags. The music 
and recitations were intensely enjoyed. 
There was a surplus of refreshments, and 
as usual the invalids at the Marine 
Hospital were kindly remembered. The 
ladies of the Bethel auxiliary gave a 
seaman, Epwarp Ross, some money, a 
suit of clothes, a pair of shoes, and 
offered to pay his board for a week until 
he could find employment, but heard no 
more of him afterwards, Mr. Burke 
gave papers and magazines for the read- 
ing-room, the Commercial Club gave a 
quantity of papers; the same gentleman 
often mentioned before continued to send 
New York Heralds, Kuoskey and Lavy- 
RETTA gave breakfasts to two or three 
hungry sailors, and YuILte and Krarn 
gave loaves of bread, Mr. James tuned 
the organ without any charge, There are 
good reasons why I always mention every- 
thing done for the Bethel, whether it be 
little or much. Inthe first place, you re- 
quest me to do it, and, in the second 
place, it encourages others to give. 
There are very many who because they 
cannot do much withhold their little, 
thinking it to be too insignificant. Such 
persons, when they see that small favors 
are thankfully received, are glad to help. 
These acknowledgments are not made to 
advertise the donors, they do not desire 
it. But it has proved helpful to the 
cause for the chaplain to mention all do- 
nations. The reports I send you are al- 
ways published in the city papers here. 
During the month we have sustained 
what is to us a heavy loss: Two very 
handsome lamps, presents to the Bethel, 
were stolen from the refreshment room, 
and two dozen knives and forks also. 
The ladies of the Auxiliary society have 
since purchased a “‘locker” and now our 
‘‘valuables” are under lock and key, 
In a few days we are to have our annual 
election of officers for the year beginning 
in May. Too much praise cannot be 
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awarded to the out going set of officers. 
The president has shown admirable tact, 
prudence, patience, energy and zeal, and 
the other officers have given perfect satis- 
faction in every particular, and every- 
thing has prospered and in a spirit 
of entire harmony. We close the year 
with a snug little sum in the treasury. 


ea 


Washington. 
SEATTLE, 


Rey. THos. REEs writes on April 1: 


There is a great emigration to Alaska 
this year; it is readily seen on the street, 
but more especially at our street meet- 
ings; the meetings at which hundreds 
could be counted are thinned out, al- 
though we still have large meetings. 
There has been one sailor conversion, and 
the meetings have been spiritual and 
wide-awake. I have been at Port Blakely 
twice and found nine ships each time; [ 
preached each time, and visited all of 
the ships and distributed a large quantity 
of reading matter. I am very happy in 
my work, the Lord abides with me, and 
is my all and in all. I heard from Chap- 
lain Srusps last week; he had quite 
a number of seamen converted last 
month, and I have been rejoicing with 
him, for he isa loving man and every- 
body loves him in return. I thank you 
very much for the package of the Sra- 
MEN’S FRIEND; I have sent the most of 
them on their mission. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 12, all others, 
1; religious services held in chapel, 
56, at Port Blakely, 2; average at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
7, of others, 80; religious visits made 
to hospitals, 4, on ships, 35, in boarding 
houses, 10; tracts, &c., distributed, 100. 
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The Planets for May, 1897. 


Mercury will be visible low in the 
west just after sunset the first few days 
of the month. 


VENUS will be visible the latter half of 
the month in the east before sunrise. 


Mars will be visible in the evening, 
but will not be a bright object. 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE. 


[ May. | 


JUPITER will be visible in the evening, 
the brightest object in the sky. 


SATURN will be visible the entire night; 
in opposition to the Sun May 17. 


Princeton, atte 


SO 


Sailors’ Home, New York. 
190 CHERRY STREET. 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 


month of 
Marcu, 1897, 


Total arrivals: .3.'ccjee ds «loeiveisteisieisie eves 


Receipts for March, 1897. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Dorchester. E. H. Sharp ......... ae $2 00 
Sheffield, Congregational Church... 3 61 
CoNNECTICUT. 
Colchester, Congregational Sunday 
Schoollccater neous wine veneers 3 24 
Greenwich, Second Congregational 
Church cassceseceri> aaa 31 26 
Middletown, South Congregational 
@hurchicescae meetuice neater - 985 08 

New Britain, Lucy J. Pease, for libra- 

IV iw alaimelases (ataaiccatia siolelehte sence ne - 2000 

New Haven, Mrs. Kate M. Sizer..-... 6 00 

New London, Cornelia W. Chapell... 40 00 

Norfolk, Congregational Church..... 18 45 

Southington, Mrs. E. L. Robbins..... 10 00 

Southport, Congregational Church, 

Mrs. Chas. B. Tompkins. for a 

library, to be named the ‘** W. W. 

Wakeman Library ’’,............. 20 00 
New York. 

New York City, Miss S. Rhinelander. 50 C0 
John D. Rockefeller ........... cess 5000 
Wins N. \Cranernls secciesscleiccionesen mr eOnOG 
Mrs: Frederick Billings:..3.0... 2.0 25 00 
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church Seal 

Sunday School, for library.... 20 00 
Collections on steamers of Interna- 

tional Navigation Co.’s lines, re- 

ceived per H.G. Phillips, cashier. 18 11 


Rober J amrayi cso. eciecieeteee eee - 1000 


Southampton, Presbyterian Church. 14 16 
NEw JERSEY, 
Montclair, Junior Christian Endeavor 
Society, for library............... 20 00 
Morristown, South St. Presbyterian 
Churchiscceceeneeeaceas SononoSGHSS 96 54 
Newfield, a friend.... . lalaeterareete cccecee 2 00 
Stanley, Sarah C. Bonnell............ 1 00 
Trenton, Third Presbyterian Church. 6 00 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Germantown, Thomas Mackellar.... 10 00 
New Mexico. 
Socorro, Rev. M, Mathieson........ ve 1 00 


$538 45 
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‘LIST OF OHAP Dae ureaedLkies Eton “AIDED BY Ge SOCIETY, 
‘Helsingborg..............+..-...-Rev. N. P. Wahistedt. ’ 
. Stockholm... .cce becsceep eed. I, Hedstrom. 
Sundsvall.»................-+....ReV. E. Eriksson. 

fs Gottenborg.....+e.seeeeeeeree+- Christian Nielsen, 
~ DENMARK, Copénhagen...,,.......0.....+.RevV. A. Wollesen. 


GERMANY, Hamburg ..2......... eee ees .British & American Sailors’ Inst., H. M. Sharpe. 
, BELGIUM, Antwerp... .....0.........+...-Antwerp Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev J. Adams. 
Trany, Genoa... 2c. ..sseees eoeeeess +s. GQenoa Harbor Mission, Rev. Donald Miller. 


o Naples. swacac: eactncs soesecseees+ Naples Harbor Mission. Rey. T, Johnstone Irving. 
Inpia, Bombay... 2.5. ....000, ceeeeeeee eamen’s Rest. F. Wood, Superinterdent, 
Me RANACHT sis caw eine eiaiets wots Ns sa Pee: W. #H. Dowling. 
JAPAN, Yokohama...-............ ecpeee REV, W./T, Austen. 
obe..... ae sasisoe sietalieete J. M, Harmon. 
ve Nagai escsvesscvevvseecnen 
Cutz, Valparaiso.... . ..Rev. Frank Thompson, fara. 


- ARGENTINE ‘REPUBLIC, Buenos Ayres... .. Buenos Ayres Sailors’ Home&Miss., Rev. G. P. How- 


Rosario.......... Rosario Sailors’ Home & Mission, Capt. F. Ericsson. 

‘Repusuic or URvavay, Montevideo Montevideo Sailors’ Home & Mission. 
> Mapgrira, Funchal........ Mission to Sailors & Sailors’ Rest, Wm. Geo, Smart, 
GLOUCESTER, Mass:....... a ..Gloucester Fishermen’s Inst., Rev. E. C. Charlton, 
ConNECTICUT, New Hayen........ ..Woman’s Sea. Friend Soe’y "of Connecticut, Rev. 
NEw YORE, New York City Hetiee cae "Capt. Wm. Dollar. [John O. Bergh, 


Ss Brooklyn, U. g. “Navy Yard. .J. M. Wood. 


_ Virosis, Norfolk............ teevereeees. Norfolk Port Society, Rev. J. B. Merritt. 
|| © Norra Carona, Wilmington........... Wilmington Port Society, Rev. Jas. Carmichael, 
as SoutH Caroxina, Charleston............. Charleston Port Society, Rev. C. E. Chichester. 
ae IELORIDA, Pensacola of ivec dante es +»... Pensacola Port Society, Henry C. Cushman. 
ee GEORGIA, SAVANNBD A5oew eo ske's ssh, o.ve vrewice sx Savannah Port Society, H. Iverson. 
ee ALABAMA, Mobile... ...........0-.--++..Mobile Port Society, Rev. R. A. Mickle. 
i Louisiana, New Orleans. .... 0... HSS New Orleans Port Society. Rev. R. E. Steele. 
OREGON, PontlanGencermne acest eee tines Portland Seamen’s Friend Soc’ y, Rev. A. Robinson, 
; Astoria... .... Re eneiek Be Hea Rev. J. MeCormac. 
WASHINGTON, PLACOM.... « 5026 seiey «+-+-.--Lacoma Seamen’s Friend Soe’y, Rev. R. S. Stubbs. 
Meartless. ss sciences SES AS Seattle Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev. Thos, Rees. 


ests , Port Townsend ...0-.+- .oe- Pt. Townsend Sea. Friend Society. CO. L. Terry. 
Directory of Sailors’ Homes and Private Boarding Houses. 


ory Location, Established by .. Keepers. j 
|=. PortsmovuTH, N. H., No. 104 Market St Seamen s Aid Society~..-. .- James F. Slaughter, 
| Boston,Mass., N. Sa.. Mariners’ House Boston Seamen’s Aid Soc’y Capt. J. P. Hatch. 


os «” *ailors’ Christian Home..... Lad. Beth. Soc., N. Bennet St.George Smith, 
nese ** - Charlestown, Sailor’s Haven, 
Oe 46: Water St. is. toes ose ss: -- Epis. City Mission......5..-. John Allen, Supt. 
ae ** . East Boston, Ss. Mary’s House 
: for Sailors, 120 Marginal St. - - tS Neecsescoee” James M. Battles, Supt. 


Nev BEDFORD, Mass., 14 Bethel Court. Ladies’ Br. N. 8B. P. 8...... E, Williams. 

New York, N.Y., 190 Cherry Street... Amer. Sea. Friend Society. F. seen aers Lessee. 

Seiad “” “52 Market St... 2.22. ee HDIS: Miss. Soe. ous Seamen H. Smith 

_- ~ PHILADELPHIA, Pu., 422 South FrontSt. Penn. “  6Capt..R. s. Lippincott. 

"~ - BALTIMORE, Md., 418 South Ann Street ccs.scccccceecccecscvsscvene Hise wien Breen ee 

saree ce : , > apt. J.C. ott, Sup 
ES 1737 Thames St...... Port Miss., Woman’s Aux ry | Miss ‘Aisquith, Matron. 
Witmineton, '‘N. C., Front & Dock Sts. Wilmington Port Society... — 

CHARLESTON, 8. C., 44 Market St...... Ladies’ Sea. Friend Society Capt. H. @.c Cordes... 3 

MOBILE, Ala.ec.sccececs cccccoce recesses Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society. —_ 

, New ORLEANS, abvebiepecaee vanes cus N. O. Sea. Friend Society... Halvor Iverson. 

~ SAN FRANCISCO, Cal.....ee-seceseeeeees SF. Sea. Friend Soc’ Yeoee, Capt. Melvin Staples, 

PORTLAND, OFe.+.essecesecseeesesecees, Portiand Sea. Fr’nd Soc’y. — — 

NEW HAVEN, CONN sevccccccccccocsccee, Ladies’ Sea. Friend Society Rev. J. O. Bergh, Supt 


MARINERS: CHURCH Ks. 


Location. Aided by Missionaries. 
‘PorTLAND, Mz.,Fort St.. n. Custom AH. Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soc" Ye. Rev. F. Southworth 
Boston. Mass., 332 Hanover St........ Baptist Bethel Society...... ‘ Walter J. Swaffield 
Bethel, 287 Hanover S8t....-s++ee. Boston Sea. Friend Soc’y.. ‘* 8.8. Nickerson, — 
East Boston ie epee i ca etnOU eh eee: a aine “  L. B. Bates. 3 
LOUCESTER, Mass. uncan St...... The McClure Chape ouc- 
% : ester Fishermen’s Inst... ‘“ -E. C. Charlton, 
New Buprorp, Mas8...-....200..e0-2e. New Bedford Port Society - “  E. Williams. 
New. HAVEN, Conn. Bethel, 61 Water. Woman’s Sea. Friend Soc’y »‘‘ John O. Bergh. 
NEw York, N.Y. Cathariné c. Madison New York Port Society.... ‘< Samuel Boult. 
128 Charlton Street.....sccccscecce *  W.S. Branch Mr. John McCormack, - 
34 Pike Street, BE. R............e06. Episcopal Miss. Society.... Rev. A R. Mansfield. ~ 
665 Washington Bree: soceo..coes Lhe Sea. Christian Ass’n... : : 
No, 341 West Street, N. Reesscose. Episcopal Miss. Society -»+- “ W.A. A. Gardiner, 
21 Coenties Slip.......osecsccccves veoe  “ Isaac Maguire. ~ 
_ Brooztyn, N. Y., U.S. Navy Yard...:Am, Sea. Friend Society... Mr. J.M. Wood. ~ 
31 Atlantic Aventlc...s..e+seeeeeee New York Port Society... 
193 9th Street, near 8rd Avenue.. Dan. Ev. Luth. Sea. Miss’n. Rey. R. Andersen, 
Erie Basin.......-se--s2s oee-se--. Episcopal Miss. Society..... ** Isaac Maguire. 
_ Scandinavian Seamen’s Church, 
William St., near Richard St.... Nor. Luth, Sea. Missions... «Jakob Bo. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.,c. Front & Union.. Presbyterian.....e.-coce.s» ‘* H.F. Lee. 
N. W. cor, Front and Queen Sts.. Episcopal....sec-cccscccsere + Francis W. Burch. 
Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist....cocssecsercccovces ss 
_ Washington Ave. and Third St.... Methodist....cesscoc-socsss : W. Downey. 
Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. ooc-coc-covceecs soccvvesvocs | % E. N. Harris. 
Baxtimore, Md., Aliceanna&Bethel Sts Seamen’s Un. Bethel Soc’y. G. W. Heyde. 
No. 815 8. Broadway... Gav sible eisPOTt, MiShiOlive oi cwcsess reves, DIT. ote Willis. 
-Norroik, Va., Water St., near Madison Norfolk 8ea, Fr’nd Soc y.. Rev. J. B. Merritt. 
WILMINGTON, WAG aia .-ee. Wilmington Port Society... Ji Carmichael, D.D, 
pages ag 8.C., 44 & 46 “Market 8t.. Charleston Port Society..+. “ ©. E, Chichester 
AVANNAH, ees epeseec-cccc. Amer. Sea. Friend Boc’y«. * 4H. Iverson. 
PENSACOLA, Fla ; ae SC eee MY: Beiry 0: Cushman, S 
Mosite. Ala., hi Sebeg ee ae oe ROY Ree Ay . Mickle, : 3 ; 


eat enand Pal Oe ha ca. Brosy terlallik insti socr is. i. By.-JE Bhosle. ey: 


Fran Port Rocle * J. Rowell. — 
an Ben, Brien d Soc os “A. Robinson. — 
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AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
76 Wall Street, New York. OS ok a4 


ORGANIZED, MAY, 18283—-INCORPORATED, APRIL, 1833. 5 eee 


JAMES W. ELWELL, President. 
W. C. STITT, D.D., Secretary. 


BoARD OF TRUSTEES. ; : ice 32 Sere 


CHAS. A. STODDARD, D.D., 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
WM. E. STIGER, 

155 Broadway, New York. 
DANIEL BARNES, 

76 Wall Street. New York. 
A: GIFFORD AGNEW. 

23 West 39th Str: eet, New oe 
W. HALL. ROPES, 

76 Wall Street, New York. 
NORMAN FOX, D.D., 

Morristown, N. Se 
EDWARD B. COB, D.D., LL.D.. 


42 West 52nd Street, New York. 


ENOS N. TAFT, 
76 Wall Street, New York. 
JAMES W ELWELL, 
47 South Street, New. York. 
W. IRVING COMES, 
59 William Street, New York. - 
ELBERT A. BRINCKERHOFF, ~ 
109 Duane Street, New York. 


i 


OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


-CHARLES H. TRASK, 


DAVID GILLESPIE,” - ee Ae 


{ Ba) at 


CHAS. A. STODDARD, D.D., Vice-President. _ 
WILLIAM ©. STURGES, Treasurer. = 


CHARLES K. WALLACE, : ae 4 

; 52 Broadway, New York. _- esac 3 
A, G. VERMILYE, D.D., — OS 

Englewood, N. J. 


76 Wall Sie New York. 5 hoo ee 


JOHN DWIGH ; 
63 Wall Street. New York, Se 

SAMUEL ROWLAND, ages Ot oF 
47 Water Street, New York. > 2 er 


FREDERICK STURGES, = oe 
76 Wall SREP, N ew York. - Pa Ne 
GEORGE BEL 3 “Ua 
; 68 South ara New York. « | 

WILLIAM C. STURGE pr, 
76 Wall Street, New York, — 


Morristown, N. J. eet 
CHAS. CUTHBERT HALL, D. Daise Bia 
128 Henry Street, Brooklyn, NAY, val 
EDGAR LE. MARSTON, - 7 x eo 
33 Wall Street, New York. « Ce Sa 
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ARTICLE II, (of the Constitution.)—‘‘ The object of this Society shall be to Dantoga: the! 
social and moral condition-of seamen, by uniting the efforts of the wise and good in their i 
behalf ; by promoting in every port Boarding Houses of good character, Savings’ Banks, al 
Register offices, Libraries, Museums, Reading Rooms, and Schools; and also the. minietias y 1 


tions of the Gospel, and other religious blessings.”’ x 


CHAPLAINS.—In addition to its chaplaincies i in the United States, the ‘Soniety has stations — 

-in Japan, Cnn, §. A., the Maperra IsLanps, IceLAND, SwepeN, Norway, DENMARK, GER 

MANY, HoLLAND, BeLeruM, FRANCE, Irany, and INpIA. A list of the chaplains, who will 
always be ready to befriend the sailor, is given on the preceding page. 


Loan Lipraries.—An important part of the Society’ Ss ‘work, and one greatly blessed of | 
God to the good.of seamen, is that of placing on board ships going to sea, libraries com- 
posed of carefully selected, instructive, and entertaining books, put up in cases containing 
‘between thirty-five and forty volumes ‘each, for the use of) ‘ships’ officers and crews. The 
donor of each library is informed when and where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted; and 
whatever of interest is heard from it is communicated as far as possible. The whole num- 
ber of new libraries sent out by the Society up to April 1, 1896, was 10,292. Calculating 11,9: 
reshipmeuts, their,541, 100 volumes have been accessible to more than 391,038 men. Hu 
dreds. of hopeful conversions at sea have been reported as traceable to this instrumen- 


tality. A large proportion of these libraries have been provided by special contributio n 


from Sabbath-Schools.. Twenty dollars furnishes a library. © 


THE SAILORS’ Homu, No. 190 ‘Cherry Street, New York, is the Aroneiey of this Soden. 


and isleased under careful, judicious ‘restrictions, It is unsurpassed in ‘comfort by an 
Sailors’ Home in the world; its moral and religious influences cannot be fully estimated, 
sit 


‘but many seamen have. there: been led to Christ. Destitute, shipwrecked seamen are pro- 
vided for at the Home. A missionary of the Society resides in the Hom, and religious an 
temperance meetings are held daily. ‘The Lessee receives and cares for the savings of h 
sailor guests and a large amount has thus been saved to seamen and their families. 


A list of the Society’s periodicals will be found on the ‘second page. of the © cover of t this 


MAGAZINE. 


